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I.  ipi  BOp.  0?  ECpipiIIC  GBO&RAlSy  IB  THE  EEOPIE«S  COMflJiiS  mOGRM 
.  J^ollowiiig  is  a  of 

Conunuha  l^oi^aiaimiiig  Divisioiil  Depsrtiuent  of  Geography,  Teachers' 

„  College,  Peiping,  iii  the  Chinese-langu^e  periodical 
.r  TiHii^Hsueh~pao  1  Acta  GeOg±aji^^^  Sinica) ,  Vol<i  25,  Ho*  i, 

Tehrna^  19597  iWiping.  ^  ^;  T^^  is  the  corraborative 

;  work  of  20  authors,  iiacludd^  Heng  Ghi-wei,  Lien  Hong-yuan, 
and  Wu  Hsi^-h^T^ 

Introdubtion  ,”.,1 

*  Si^be  the  svuamer  Of  1958»  a  lar^  number  of  people’s  OOTimunes 
have  emerged  iii  the  rural  areas  in  our  country i  ^he  people's  commune  is 
a  coordinated  orgajiizatibn  of  workers,  peasants,  businessmen,  educators, 
and  soldiers  and  is  the  united  body  between  the  government  and  the  society 
Its  emergence,  on  one  hand,  haS  attracted  the  attention  of  the  people 
with  its  vitality 5  on  the  other  hand,  the  problems  of  production  and 
economic  development  in  the  people's  communes  have  become  the  new 
assignments  for  the  people,  especially  for  the  economic  geographical 
workers. 

In  respect  to  the  educational  work  in  195Q»  the  point  that 
particularly  aroused  the  attention  of  the  people  was  that  education 
must  serve  the  proletarian  idebiogy  and  that  education  must  become  a 
mass  movement  in  bOiijunbtion  with  productive  labor, 

,  Cnder  this  situation jj  the  20  Students  in  the  senior  class  in 
this  department,  for  the  pul^ose;  of  contributing  their  share  in  the 
building  of  tbe  people's  bbmmunes,  finding  a  correct  and  faster 
approach  in  coordinating  economic  geography  with  production,  promoting 
a  refom  in  teaching  and  learning’,  and  meeting  the  demand  of  catching 
up  and  surpassing  the  advi^ced  level  in  econmio  geographical  work 
in  the.  Wbrld,  the  task  assigned  to  them  by  the  Great  Leap  Forward 
Movement,  had  cooperated  with  the  Architectural  Institute  of  the 
Department  of  Arohiteoturai  •engineering  in  the  formation  of  eight 
people's  oomnn^  programming  groups.  From  early  November  to  late 
December,  these  groups  had  laid  out  the  over-all  programs  for  7  joint 
people's  commune 3  at  hsien  level  and  16  individual  people's  communes 
in  Ewai^i,  Fukien,  Szechwan,  Hupei,  Shantung,  HonSn,  Kansu  and  Inner 
Mongolia,  / 

, The  programs  for  the  people's  oommunee  included  two  major 
parts.  One  part  was  ooncemed  with  economic  prograais  including  farming, 
forestry,  animal  husbandry,  subsidia^  produotLop,  fishery  and 
industrial  developments ,  and  the  boundefieS  of  small  villages  merging 
into  larger  ones,,  another  pait  W^  cpnOerned  with  the  recohstniction  ' 
program,  inoludihg  the  l^out  of  important  iiihabltant  oanoentfation 
points  .,ahd  •the  individual  designs  of  peftain  important  oonatruotion. 


The  economic  programs  were  mainly  designed  to  find  solutio^  to  the 
problems  of  major  production  items i  t^gets,  fpales,  distributic^»  and 
measurements  to  be  taken*  Our  work  was  mainly  ponMntrated  ^  this 

^  *  In  the  course  of  laying;  out  the  programs,  ye.  all  felt  jfchat  for 

the  purposes  of  attkiniiig  rational;  and  faster  production,,  dew lopment 

in  the  people's  copramesj  Strangtkening  the  d^^unes,  and  obtaini^  a 

better  planned  and  faster  approadh  to  production; development  in  all 
regions  as  well  as  in  the  whole  country,  the  people's  commune 
programs  must  be  laid  out  on  an  over-all  basis*  -u,  • 

Defects  in  the  programs  laid  out  by  us  were  unavoidable,  in^  . 
view  of  the  facts  that  each  group  had  only  a  few  members  with  limited 
experience,  that  the  field  works  vrere  completed  in  less  than  50  days, 
and  that  and  the  situation  was  rapidl^/evolying,  but  we  did 
some  unf orgetable  lessons  ’in  the  .2  month  field  works',  •‘•his  article 
only  deals  with  the  relationship  between  .the  people’s  oommune  • 
programming  and  economic  geography  land  W.itk  t^e  k^ds  of  proble 
eoonomio  geography  caii  .help  to  splve  in  lajrir^  out  the  prpgr^s  for  . 
the  people's  oomraunee*  ,, 

A  *  ihe  Relationship  Between  Bo  diomic  .(^ogfauhv  and  , 

Communa  Programming  . ' 

.  In  the  course  of  laying  out  the  progftt  for  %  people's^'- 
communes,  we  have  found  that  the  role  of  eOonmic  ;^o^^  .  .. 

respect  C8ui  be.  discusseil  as  follows?  ^  ^  ,i  .*  ^ 

1 «  Survey  of  e sent  Conditions#  ,,  A  cpinprebeiisfve .  suwey  ^ of  . 

present  conditions  is  the.  prerecLuisite  for  .wpfkihg  out  ah:economio  ' 
program  for  a  large  as  wall  as -a  small  area.  The  .sane  is  .true,  for 
laying  out' programs  for  the  paople's  oommunes.  A,  discussion  “  Jk®  .  , 
necessity  of  unde rtakiiig  comprfihens'iye:; surveys  of  present  oonditions 
seems  quite  .wasteful*  A  program  would  be ooae  a  fantasy  ;if  it  :wsre,^  ,  ,:  ; 

not  based  on  the  survey  of  present  oonditions.  fhe  .Plahned' econpm,ies 
can  not  be  developed  in  theiright  dire otion  without  .suo^h  survey*  . 

A  general  siirvey  consists  of  many  topics  puOh  as  th®  basic  ...^ 
conditions,,  eoonomic  foundation, "natural  obriditiohs,  utilization  of 
natural  resources,  eoonomio  oharaoteristios,  produc-l|ion;allooatipn,  „ 
the  history  of  geography  of  the  area  .under  survey,  the  Oonclitipns  in  , 
surrounding  areas,  the  coordination  between  one  bommuhe  with  other  ^,  s., 
communes,  and  the  jiroble^  facing  the  commune  etc*  In  addition,  the 
ideology,  educational  Isvel , and  the  customs,  .of  thp.  members  of  ^  conmunes 

mus-i;  be  understood.  ,  ,  .  r.,  ^  ■ -d-.  .  «v'’g,w4,r« 

Geography,  eooncHnio  geography,  in  particular,  is  a  oomprehensive  . 

soience.  Therefore,  before,  he  undertakes  a  general  stui^  of  present 
oonditions,  an  eoonomio  g-eogbApher  ^  a'tten-tipn  -to  .all  aspects, 

and  must  start  from  a  general  yiewpo^t.  An  econc&ip  gesgrA^ey  is  ,  ^  • 
capable  of  completing  such  a  general  suryey,  whether  it  deals  with 
natural  oonditions,  or  economic  or  historical  aspects*  We  may  say 


that  aside  from,,  the  eponomic  ^ographera,  other  individual  industrial 
or  a^ici^fem  dipp^tiabhti  ^an  ha^d  such  general  survpy 

with  ap'ma^v'item^y  ?or  ihst^oe, 

oondupta  a  ^hpral  aurveyi  it' often  stresses  brops»  sowing  areas* 
soil,  topo^aph^;,  ,,ol'i^  wbitdr  resources,  and  other  natural  /conditions 
that  are  related  agribtilturSl  "^oduction,  hut  neglects  industrial 
production  and,ihduateiai  .ioCatibh,:  A  comprehensive  survey  conducted 
hy  an  ii^dustHai  .  department  wonld  dhev^^^^  the  industrial 

aspepts !  "l&is  is  not '  to  sb^  that  thSse  surveys  are  inooireot  and  have 
“to  he  dbne/;ik .  the  same  manner 'aS' those  hy  the  eoohomio  geographers. 
Rather,  they  &e^  have  different  functions. 

;;We  mSy  say  that  the  ahility  to  p3Msent  a  general  survey  of  the 

existi%  bdttditiohs  of  ah  'area  is  one  ' of  the  speci^^  an 

ecpp^ic  ‘geographer.  Suph  a  survey  provides  ample  material  and 
sufficient  evidehoe  for  preparing  a  program  for  a  people 's  commune. 

hireotibh  6f  Oneratibn.  In  laying  out  a  program  for  a 
people ISccmmuhe,  the  first  pTohlem  tb’he  faced  is  the  problem  of 
direction'  of  dperation.  In  order  to  attain  a  sound  economic  develop-^ 
ment  for  a  people  1 3  commune,  neoessaryV  in  addition  to  studying 

and  follbl^lhg  the  party’s  guidance  and  policies,  to- have  a  correct 
understahding  and  a  general  viewpoint ^  of  the -characteristics  of  an 

area.^  ■  ■  "  .  '  -ci 

l^e”  Sixth  Session  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Eighth  Party 

Cor^ess'pdidted  but*  "The  besrreot  direction  of  production  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  people’s  caiimune  is  to  follow  the  unified  program  of  the 
state  tsdeihg  into  consideration  the  charaoteristios  of  the  area  where 
the  commune  is  located,  to  adhere  to  the  principles  of  austerity  and 
hard  mot)/:  in  operating  the  people’s  commune  for  the  purposes  of 
developing  simultaneoneiy  industry  and  agriculture  and  of  engaging  in. 

self-supporting  production  and  ocanmerCialized  production."  This 

direction  is  the  correct  hasis  in  laying  out  the  program  for  a  people  s 
commune.  But  this  is  hot  to  say  that  there  is  no  problem  other  than 
following  the  peErty’s  direction.  It  is  not  so  simple.  Each  people  s 
ctHmaune  has  its  own  characteristics.  Bach  commune  is  an  individual 
productibn  unit  add/  is  also  a  part  of  the  social  organization.  Its 
production  is  closely  related  to  other  areas.  Bor  instance,  one  of 
the  goals  of  S’  pbbple’S  commune _ is  to  be  self-supporting,  but  in  what 
fcijids  of  proiincts  does  the.  oommtine  need  self-support?  ®o  what  degree 
is  the  commuhe . to  support  itself?  A  commune  is  also  to  be  ehgagfed  in 
popaercialized  production,  which  involves  the  problems  of  what  kinds 
of  products  are  to  be  produced  and  to  what  degree?  This  is  tarue  for 
ihi\istrial  produotioh  as  well  as  for  agricultural  production.  These 
problems  arb  particularly  significant  in  the  communes  which  do  not 
have  oiear-cut  characteristics '*^and  can  produce  all  kinds  of  products  i 
The  follbwing  two  Communes  well  illustrate  these  piCblemss  .; 

(1)  The  Chehg-mon  people's  commune  in  Min-hou  Hsien,  Bukien 
Proyihbe,  si Wated  ih  Han-tai  Island  at  the  outlet  of  Min-chiang,  is 
an  advanced’ Commxinb.  It  is  only  10  kilometers  from  Boochow,  Other 
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than  the  two  small  hUls  :  with  of 

■which  aooQiint  for  only  one  third  of  ■the  l^d  ^e%  the  Mst  of  tm^  ,  ■ 
land  axea  in  the  communes  is  level  land#  v  It  hen  a 
48,0CX)  mou  and  a  population  of  4Qi500»  hui 

farm  lahd,  a  typioal  overpopulated,  |^a,  JlJho  ci^^P's  ^ 

commune  are  rice  and  citrus  finiits,  followed  by  wheat,  rapeseeds,; 

vegetables  and  jasmine.  In  October ,,  t958,  a  pro^ho^iion 

laid  out  for  the  commune  vtoioh  specified*  ,  a^ibulttteal 

the  major  goals  axe  to  increase  the  pyoduoticn  of  food  wd  oit^s  f^Mts, 

to  develop  a  multi  product  econcsny,;  ■bp  redupe  the^^  pf^^bp  , 

land  but  increase  the  unit  yield,  and,  at  the  ssffe,.l4?®* 

the  production  of  eoonomio  crops  (citrus,  cotton,,  sugar, pa^.apd^W 

etc)  and  oil-bearing  crops.  In  industrial  production,  it  is  .dem^ded^^^^ 
that  a  ocmplete '  industrial  system,  is  to  be  established  (with^3,^ys^®l, 
with  emphasis  on  steel  and  iron  and  .maohine^buildih^ 

Aocordiiag  to  this  direction,  the  coimame  ;iS  to  p^  i  .  ^ 

cotton  for  the  consumption  of  the  commune  members  this  ^ar,  but  the; 
fact  is  that  the  area  has  never  grown  any  cotton.  ^herCpamune  has  np  , 
experience  in  cotton-growing  and  the  natural  conditiphs  are  upfayp^ 
to  such  undertaking.  For  instance,  the  area  is  raiiqr  in  the , ppr ,  , 
summer,  and  fall,  its  soil  has  high  acidity  (ph  is  higher  than  5) 
the  sunlight  is  short  in  the  simmer.  the  purpose  of  self-support 

in  industrial  production,  the  program  requires  ttie  establishnieht  of  , 
a  ccmplete  industrial  produotion  system,  which  is  naturalty  a.  mistakp. 
The  program  demands  that  the  commune  build  sn  iron  smelting  plant  , 
with  an  annual  oapaoity  of  10,000  tons,  a  steel  mill  ifith  ^  annual  , 
capacity  of  2,000  tons,  and  a  machinery  factory  equipped  vath  1 5  ; '  ^ 

lathes.  It  is  hi^ly  problematical  whether  the  opmmune  is  capable  of ;  ; 
doing  all  these  liiings.  Moreover,  this  area  prpduce  neither  iron  _ ,  , 
nor  limestone.  It  has  only  a  very  small  reserve  of  iron  o^  which  - 
contains  only  5-10  per  cent  of  iron  (the  TOMaindpr  is  clay;! 

'  When  we  worked  out  another  progrsm  for  this  commune  in  early 
November  last  year,  we  suggested  the  revisipri  of  the  piavious  produoticm 
goals  in  the  ligjit  of  the  oharaoteristios  and  the  de'^lsi^eptal  7 
conditions  of  the  area.  V/e  suggested  that  '*in  agricultural  production, 
the  goals  be  to  develop  eoonomio  crops  step  by  step  with  the  assurance 
that  enough  food  is  to  be  produced  for  the  pcnsimptiph  of  the  commune 
members,  and  to  strive  for  the  development  of  subsi^ary  produotion 
such  6is  animal  husbandry,  fisheries  .and  vegetables,  for  t^  purpose  ^ 
of  zsising  tbe  standard  of  living  of  the  ccimnune  members  and,_  Supporting 
the  needs  in  Pooohow  and  in  the  front.”  Our  directionj  is./di^tin^ 
from  the  previous  direction  in  that  it  places  the  ecpnpmic  props 
(mainly  citrus  fruits)  in  a  much  more  important  position  Md  stresses' 
the  development  of  subsidiaiy  prt^uots  such  as  animal  husbandry,  , 
fisheries,  and  vegetables.  According  to  our  direction,  the  land  areas 
in  citrus  fruits  will  be  increased  from  1 ,60Q_mou  in  195$. tp  8»000 
in  1962,  the  acreage  in  rice  crop  will  be  reduced  from  18,000  .mpu.  to 
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5,000  moui  15  of  cotton  crpp  has  been  planted  tbip  yeax  for  an 
experiment*  .'  In  industrial  prp(iuotion,  the  goals  ai»' to  "serve  thb 
needs  of  agrioultuxal  prodnciioh  and  pf,  the  daily  necessities  of 
commune  members"  and  to  serve  the  cities*"  .  Ihb  planh  for  setting  up 
a  steel  mill,  machine^,  factory,  and  other  industrial  plants  were 
cancelled  .in' ohx!.  program.’  .  ....t 

i  Acoprdia^^  to  our  program,  the  Cheng-mon  commijne  Which  largely 
produces  rice  at  present,  will,,produ6e  mainly  citiruS  fruits 
fut\ire  as  its  majcBf  oommeroiai  jaroduot  td  meet  the  need  jii  the  dcmestio 
and  foreign Jaarkets,  .  i?he  major  commercial  industrial  products  will 
be  .bricks,  boats,  hoodies  and  processed  meat  etc* 

Of  course,  it  still  could  not.  be  said  that  there  was  no  problem 
in  our  prpduotidn 'goalS;  arid  in  our  program  laid  put  for  the  Oheng-mpn 
commune.  .In  certain  aspects,  we  felt  that  we  could  not  find  good 
solutions.  Ihis  was  so,  because  vre  did  not  have  a  thorough  understanding 
of  the  charaoteristios  of  the  area,  and  of  the  relationship  between 
the  Cheng-mon  commune  and  other  ccomunes  and  other  areas  in  teims  of 
exchange  of  goods  for  the  ptirpose  of  most  feasible  and  most  ecohomioal 
division  of  sooiei  labor*  If  our  program  did  give  more  careful  study 
to  the  variotis  conditions  of  the,  area  and  to  the  relationship  with 
other  areas,  our  program  could  be  made  a  much  more  practical  and 
sounder  program  than  the  previous  one* 

(2)  The  Green  Treasury  Commune  in  the  suburb  of  Kari-ping 
Hsien,  Fukien  Provinoe* .  The  first  program  laid  out  for  this  commune 
specified  that  the  gioals  were  to  "stress  farming,  giving  appropriate 
attention  to  forestry, development,  to  produce  a  variety  of  economic 
crops  and  to  develop  animal  husbandry."  According  to  this  pro^am, 
each  commune  member  was  to  f arm  2  mou  of  land  this  year  (that  was 
8  raou  for  each  laborer),  and  the  rice  crop  yield  was  to  be  increased 
from  last  year’s  ,600, catties  to  4,000  catties. 

We  also  analyzed  this  program  to  see  whether  it  was  pradtical 
for  the  area  in  where  the  commune  is  situated.  This  chmune  is  situated 
in  a  hilly  area  and  is  in  a  well-known  forest  district.  Its  oharaoter- 
istios  are  completely  different  from  those  of  the  Chdng-mon  commune. 

The  commune  has  a  total  land  area  of  550,000  mou,  of  which  forest  land 
accounts  for  421,000  mou,  idle  hills  and  young  forest  areas  account 
for  80,000  and  farm  land  accounts  for  50,000  mou.  It  has  a  population 

of  21,057'. 

,  Because  the  area  is  mainly  a  hilly  region,  it  is  less  suitable 
farming  than  the  Cheng-mon  commune.  Its  defects  ares  farm  lands  are 
mostly  table  lands  with  small  sizes  and  thin  soil  layers  (40  per  dent 
of  the  lands  of  certain' production  teams  have  soil  layers  less  than 
one  foot  under  which  are  rooks),  the  farm  lands  are  scattered  about 
and  are  distant  from  the  population  oonoentration  points,  iMUiy  farm 
lands  have  cold  water  and  are  not  too  accessible  to  transportation, 
and  the  farm  tools  have  become  obsolete.  It  has  lower  temperature  than 
than  the  Cheng-mon  dommune  but  ,  both  produce  only  one  crop  in  a  year 


(two  crops  in  the  bities)^  but  the  progrei  laiil  ouii  for  demanded 
that  it  become  a. farming  area  and  prpdube^4r®P^^^^ 

mou  (equivalent  to  the  deiaand  f pr  the  Chehg*«rabh  com  ^  ^ 

Boohomic  geography  ji^s  ihclu^  'the  stody  of  whether  this 
production  target  can  be  attaihedj  but  it  can  predict  that  the  r 
simultaneous  emphasis  of  farming  and  forestry  a&  stipulated  by  the  first 
program  does  not  have  ai^.  as  ^  the  eiiergetiP  develop*>*  ^ 

ments  of  ;  animal  hiisbandry  aM  eponomih  OT  ^  .  V  f 

file  pro^sim  did  not  mention  the  emphasis  of  foires try t  nor  did 
it  mention  the  development  of  fpres-tiry  products  but  hoped  that-riw 
would  become  the  ocmmeroial  product  pf  the  ponimuhe#  Is  this  the  over¬ 
all  national  approach  to  \deal  vdth  the  special  problems  of  certain 
localities?  It  is  bertadnly  a  problem  that  require  ! 

It  is  seen  from  the  foregoing  exsiiiiplss  that  the  present 
programs  for  the  dbmmunes  are  .hot  based  on  the  phnr  scoter  is  tics"  of  the 
areas  and  havK' hot  thbrouglily  carriecl:  out  the  party^s  poliby  fbr 
production  development  for  the  comnhuies#^  programs  are  not 

uniform  and  dp  hot  have  an  over-all  afra^  It' is  .the  task  of  ^ 

economic  geographers  to  find  solutions  tP  these  problems*  on  ; 

the  studies  of  the  ^eoial  characteristics  of  the  areas ^  the 
economic  geographers  can  work  out ' sound  operational  dire'ctL  ons  ih  r 
accordance  with  the  party  policiee.  , 

3»  Production  Arran^ment s ♦  One  of  the  jirPdubtiPn  features  of 
the  people  *3  commune  is  the  cpordination  of  specialization* with'  ' 
comprehehsive  development#  Its  production  ipbludes  industry y  faxiaihgi 
forestry,  animal  husbandry,  business,  -fiihery,  ©tc#  It  is,  therefore^ 
necessary  that  the  various  bfanches  of  production  have  ah  over-all 
and  rational  arrangement  ahd  be  tied  up  into  h  cloSe-ieif 
This  is  a  necessary  requirement  for  iDultipperat ions  ih  th®  . ... 

communes,  When  only  agricultural  production;is  ponoerned,  the 
significance  pf  production  arrangement  is  not  very  evident#  Once 
multioperations  come  in,  the  necessity  for  production  arr^gement 
be  come  s  very  important ,  In  fact ,  whenever  tl^rb  .is  production ,  there 

exists  the  problem  of  production  arrangement#  When  multi  operatiPnS  ; 
are  practiced,  production  arrangement  becomes  more  pbrnplicated#  At 
the  present,  thef©  is  a  urgent  need  for  a  theory  of  production 
arrangement  for  the  people ^s  communes#  ihis  is  also  a  task  to  be  done 
by  the  economic  geographers#  f.  ; 

Experiences  in  actual  production  have  shown  that  irf at iohal  .. 

product  ion  ar  r  angeme  nt  create  s  dis  location  be  ^^e  en  the  branche  s  of  ^ 
production  and  results  in  waste  in  raw  material,  by-prpducts,  trahs-  ; 
portation,  and  labor#  For  instance',  a  fertilizer  plant  was  originally; 
set  up  in  Ta-hua-lxng  by  the  Wu-chahg  Joint  Coimune  of  Hupei  Province, 
The  main  reason  for  setting  up  the  plant  in  this  location  was  the  y. 
accessibility  to  transporta.tlon#  5?he  Pekihg-Cahton  Railnbad  passes 
throu^  this  place  and  is  conveniently  connected  with  Wu-han  City#  ,, 
The  other  reason  is  that  the  public  may  cbnveniehtl^  visit  the  plant, 


but  the  product  of  this  plant  is  mainly  for  the  need  of  agricultural 
production  of  the  joint  c<^iimune»  ^o  locate  the  plant  in  .Ta—hua**ling 
is  against  the  principle  of  obtaining  local  raw  material  for  local 
production  and  local  oaisumption.  Ta-hua-ling  is  situated  in  the 
border  area  of  Wu-chang  Hsien,  quite  distant  from  the  farm  lands  of 
the  joint  ocmnune*  Moreover j  the  raw  materialsi  needed  by  the  chemical 
fertilizer  plant  are  impcrtaed  from  other  areas#  It  ia  evident  that 
the  location  of  the  chemical  fertilizer  plant  in  Ta-hua-ling  is 
ainsound*  The  plant  has  been  moved  from  Ta*4iua-ling  to  ¥u-lung-ohii^ 
according  to  the  production  arrangement  principle  of  econoiaic 
geography#  •*‘he  new  location  is  situated  in  the  center  Of  the  farni 
lands  of  Wu-chang  Hsien,  which  produces  coal  and  irbn  and  has  a  steel 
mill  operated  by  the  joint  ocnimune#  ^e  raw  materials  for  ttie  chemical 
fertilizer  are  the  by-products  of  the  sieel  mill,  making  the  former 
a  subsidiary  of  the  latter#  '^he  new  location  is  aooessible  to  rail¬ 
roads  and  highways*  This  example  illustrates  that  the  production 
arrangement  principle  of  obtaining  local  raw  materials  for  local 
production  and  consumption  and  the  coordination  of  production  is 
one  of  most  important  principles  to  be  considered  in  arranging  the 
various  production  items  of  the  people’s  oanmunes#  It‘alsp  reaffirms 
that  production  arrangement  must  take  into  consideration  the  over-all 
viewpoint#  -•  r 

In  programming,  the  economic  geographers  are  capable  pf  . 
adhering  to  the  party  policies  and  the  state  plains  and  of  applying 
the  special  knovrledge  of  economic  geography  to  analyze  the  natural 
conditions  (topography,  soil,  vegetation,  climate,  water  resources, 
and  other  natural  resources),  historial  background,  labor  force, 
and  eccnomic  characteristics  to  formulate  the  most  economical 
production  arrangement  proposals  for  the  production  development  Of  the 
people’s  comnrunes#  In  the  agrioultiiral  production  arrangement  of  the  , 
people's  oommunea,  the  essential  point  is  the  production  distribution 
of  farming,  fprestiy,  animal  husbandry,  subsidiary  production,  and 
fisheries  and  their  coordination#  In  industrial  production.,  it  is 
necessary  to  follow  the  principle  of  separating  th©  large  enterprises 
and  mergin^f  the  small  ones  to  determine  what  industrial  departments  . 
are  needed  by  the  communes  and  how  these  departments  should  be 
distributed  and  to  coordinate  industrial  prodtiotioh  with  agricultural 
production#  '^he  economic  geographers  can  play  an  important  rola  in. 
production  arrangement  when  they  lay  out  the  programs  for  ^he  commmes. 
Other  departments  may  pay  tooj  much  emphasis  to  their  special  fields 
and  neglect  the  over-all  production  arrangements  of  the  people's 
oommunes.  ^ot  instance,  cez^tain  plannjhig  departments  ignore  /the 
production  arrangements  in  the  programs  they  lay  out  for  the  communes » 
but  are  very  careful  in  detailing  the  production  targets#  The  program 
laid  out  by  the  City  Heconstruotion  Bureau  of  the  Reponatruction 
Department  of  Honan  Province  contains  an  indt^try  distribution,  plan# 

The  bureau  officials  say  that  the  plan  was  worked  out  apoording  to 
the  theories  economic  geography*  This  indicates  that  eoaiomio 
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geograjiiy  goes  well  with  production  planning,  and  should  play  an  ' 
important  role  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  people communes,  Well-^ 
planned  programs  for  the  coiMunes  need  the  coordination  of  manj^  agencies, 
The  economic  geographers  must  tidce  part  in  this  work. 

The  general  reaction  is .that  economic  geographers  can  take  on  an 
over-all  viewpoint  in  laying  out  the  production  arrangement  for  the 
communes,  ■because  production  arrai^'ement  is  one  of  the  research  objects 
of  economic  geography.  In  laying  out  the  productioh  arrangements,  the 
economic  geographers  are  more  able  to  study  the  production  character¬ 
istics^  the  condikpns  of  various  locations,  the  relations  between  the 
areas,  W  the  relations  between  the  production  departments,  They  are 
more  capable  of  considering  the  probleras  from  all  angles,  ai^lyzing 
the  functions  6t  various  factors,  and "finding  out  the  decisive  factors 
in  laying  out  the  p3?oduOtiOn  arrangements.  Their  purposes  are  to  find 
out  the  production  i^ra^  that  are  most  suitable  to  the^need  of^ 

production  and  most  economical*  For  instance,  the  Cheng-mon  ommune  in 
Min-hou  Hsieii  in  Fukieh  Province  has  3>000  mou  of  land  which  are  located 
in  the  tideland  between  Min-ohiahg  and  Wu-ltang-ohiang,  subject  to 
annual  inundation, .  suit^^^^  only  for  growing  one  rice  crop  a  year 5  the 
area  is  ihacoessible  to  transportation.  In  our  program  laid  out  the 
commune,  we  suggested  that  the  land  be  used  for  planting  the  perennial 
reed  grase  from  Taiwan,  The  reasons  for  this  suggestion  weres^  (1) 
inundation  does  hot  hurt  the  growth  of  the  Taiwan  reed  grass,  (2)  it 
produces  more  Income  than  growing  a  single  crop  of  rioej  and  (3)  it 
produces  excellent  raw  material  for  the  matting  industiy*  This 
suggestion  was  quickly  accepted, 

4*  ■  Ifer^g  the  Villages  and  Itetemining  th^  Since  the- 

organization  of  the  comniunes,  the  scale  of  operation  has  been  expanded 
and  agricultural  production  has  emerged  from  small  fields  iK.to  large  ones, 
Follbwixxg  the  heed  for  production  expansion,  organization  hab  becaae 
militarized,  action  has  become  combat— like,  and  life  has  become  collecti¬ 
vized.  This  requires  that  the  scattered  population  concentration  points 
in  the’  rural  areas  must  be  bentralized.  The  old  population  oonoentration 
points  mixst  be  merged  together  or  reformed  to  build  up  new  concentration 
points  to  meet  the  demands  for  production  increase.  Therefore,  in  the^ 
programs  laid  out  for  the  communes,  they  should  include  plans  for  merging 
the  villa^s  and  determining  the  locations.  In  the  works  of  merging  the 
villages  and  de terming  the  locations,  the  task  of  the  economic  geographers 
is  to  study  suad  solve  the  following  probleras  s  Which  of  the  existing 
population  coheentratioh  points  have  lost  their  proper  funption  or  are 
imfavorable  to  production  development?  Which  still  play  a  certain  role 
at  the  present  and  in  the  future?  Where  should  new  population  * 
oonoentration  points  be  established  to  meet  the  demand  for  production 
expansion?  What  ch^ges  will  the  existing  population  concentration 
points  have  in  terms  of  produotion  function  and  scale?  What  arrangements 
the  population  concentration  points  in  the  communes  should  be  made  that 
are  favorable  to  produotion  and  living?  How  should  the  scales  be 
determined?  '  Ih  short,  the  majbr  task  of  the  eoonoiiiic  geographers  in  the 


work  of  merging  the  villages  and  deteminiag  the  locations  is  to  find  a 
solution  to  the  arrangement  of  the  population  concentration  points  to 
meet  the  demand  for  production  expansion; 

The  foregoing  prohlems  should  he  solved- on  the  basis  of  the 
production  plans.  The  population  concentration  points  are  to  be  established 
aOcording  to  the  need  for  production  expansion.  The  population  concentr¬ 
ation  points  in  the  communes  are  the  politicali  economic  and  cultural 
centers  of  the  oanmunes.  Doubtlessly,  these  centers  of  the  communes 
should  be  located  in  the  production  centers  of  the  oommunes  which  axe 
accessible  to  transportation,  conveniently  connected  with  the  production 
districts  of  the  oommunes  and  with  other  communes  and  other  areas.  In 
general,  the  population  concentration  points  are  located  in  the  production 
districts  which  are  readily  accessible  to  transportation  facilities 
(not  necessary  the  geometric  center)  and  are  the  commanding  production 
posts.  In  the  areas  with  different  production  charanteristios,  the 
production  functions  of  the  population  concentration  points  also  differ 
from  one  another.  ^Jheref ore,  the  population  concentration  points  in 
the  ocmmunes  are  of  many  kinds  such  as  the  biproduct  and  multiproduct 
concentration  points,  and  the  specialized  concentration  points  which  are 
engaged  in  a  special  kind  of  produotion  such  as  the  industrial  concentr¬ 
ation  points,  animal  husbandry  population  concentration  points,  forest 
population  concentration  points,  and  fishery  population  concentration 
points,  etc.  Because  the  production  districts  are  different  in  their 
nature  of  production  and  scales  of  produotion,  the  scales  of  the 
population  concentre. tion  points  should  vaary.  The  number  of  population 
conoentrf.tion  points  in  a  commune  should  be  determined  according  to  the 
developmental  levels  of  mechanization,  electrification  and  convenience 
in  transportation,  and  the  natural  conditions  of  the  area,  whether 
the  commune  is  located  in  the  hilly  area  or  in  the  plain.  The  size 
of  the  produotion  diameters  of  the  population  oonoehtration  points 
should  bs  determined  according  to  thd  nature  of  produotion  and  the  natural 
conditions.  According  to  our  experience  in  Cha-yao-ohien-dhi  in  Inner 
Mongolia,  the  produotion  diameter  in  a  farming  area  should  not  exceed 
5  li  or  mere  than  8  li  in  a  forest  area,  or  10  li  in  an  animal  husbandry 
area.  The  scales  of  the  popxilation  ocaioentration  points  should  be 
determined  in  accordance  with  their  need  for  labor  and  the  economic 
and  educational  levels  in  these  areas.  The  high-yield  areas,  and  economic 
crop  producing  areas  require  more  production  labor  and  therefore  their 
scales  should  be  larger.  This  means  that  there  should  be  acctirate 
estimates  and  scientific  analysis  of  the  future  production  develojsnents 
in  the  various  production  districts. 

The  determination  of  the  locations  should  begin  with  the  existing 
population  oonoentration  points  to  determine  which  population  con¬ 
centration  points  should  be  retained,  which  should  be  abolished  and  where 
new  population  oonoentraticxn  points  should  be  added.  3h  studying  the 
role  of  the  various  production  factors  for  the  determination  of  the 
locations,  it  is  also  necessary  to  study  the  role  of  the  historical 
as  well  as  the  nationality  factors.  In  selecting  the  population 
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concentration  points,:  the  administrative  centers  of  the  minor  nationalities 
should  be  retained.  S'or  instance,  the  center  of  the  Pa-yin-ta‘*la 
Commune  of  the  Oha^-yao-ohien-ohi  Joint  Commune  in  Inner  Mongolia  might 
have  well  been  determined  at  Tu-oheng*.tse,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Yin-pei-liang  was  the  former  Oapital  of  the  Huang  banner  government, .and 
was  the  administrative  center  of  the  Mongolians  in  that  area,  Yin-pei-liang 
was  the  final  choice  as  the  center  of  the  commune.  In  addition, 
natural  conditions  su<&  as  topography,  water  resources,  wind  direction, 
the  depth  of  frozen  soil  layers,  the  nature  and  firmness  of  the  soil 
layers  should  also  be  considered.  The  arrangement  of  the  population 
concentration  points  in  a  commune  must  be  evenly  distributed,  so  that 
the  population  concentration  points  can  keep  in  touch  with  one  another 
easily.  Ihe  population  concentration  points  are  generally  located  around 
the  center; of  the  commune.  Operation  stations  could  be  added  to  the 
nearby  population  concentration  points  when  necessary,  ^e  above 
discussions  aro  general  principles  and  problems  could  be  expected  when 
comes  thethe  actual  arrangement  of  an  area.  In  laying  out  the  programs, 
for  the  communes,  the  econcmiic  geographers  must  take  care  of  this  task.  ■ 

It  can  be  said  village  merges  and  location  detemination  or  arrangement 
of  population  concentration  points  are  included  in  the  research  subjects 
of  the  economic  geographical  workers. 

5»  Coord -iimtion  and  Balances  Production  in  the  people’s  oompane 
is  to  be  expanded  proportionately  according  to  plans.  Therefore,  the 
proportions  between  various  production  items,  between  the  various  branches 
of  production,  and  between  th©  production  districts  must  be  maintained 
according  to  the  state  plans  and  according  to  the  special  conditions  in 
the  localities,  so  that  the  economies  of  the  people’s  communes  can  move 
forward  steadily  and  rapidly. 

By  ’coordination*  it  is  meant  that  the  commune  must  be  viewed  as  a 
body  and  its  production  items,  the  various  branches  of  production,  the 
production  districts  y  and  the  prodtiotion  facts  can  not  be  dealt  with 
separatedly.  In  laying  out  the  program  for  a  ocnimune,  the  first,  consid¬ 
eration  is  the  balance  of  the  system  and  then  the  balance  among  the 
various  production  iteios.  This  means  that  it  is  first  necessary  to  strive 
for  the'  balances  among  the  volumes  of  production,  production  value,  labor, 
production  tools,  and  production  items  in  industry,  agriculture  (inclu¬ 
ding  farming,  forestry,  animal  husbandry,  subsidiary  production,  and 
fisheries),  communication,  transportation,  and  commerce,  and  for  the 
balances  among  the  production  districts.  'When  this  goal  is  attained,  the 
next  step  is  strive  for  the  balances  among  the  various  branches  of 
production  or  for  the  balances  within  a  district. 

A  people’s  commune  is  a  coordinated  production  body.  Its  various 
branches  of  production  are  closely  related  in  a  rather  complex  manner. 

The  organization  of  one  brahoh  may  lead  to  the  organization  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  another  branch  of  production.  For  instanoe ,  owing  to  the  big 
leap  forward  in  production  and  the  need  for  processing  agricultural 
products  in  the  Wu-:ohang  Hsien  Joint  Commune ,  the  program  worked  out 


for  the  ooDunune  should  accordjjigly  ihclude  the  estahlishmeut  of  a  fas^ 
machinery  plant,  a  chemical  fertilizer  plant,  and  a  farm  product  process¬ 
ing  plant.  Moreover^  due  to  the  expansion  in  marine  production  by  the 
commune,  the  program  should  also  include  the  establishment  of  marine 
product  processing  plants  in  the  commune’s  fovir  marine  producing  centers. 
Because  an  eoonomci  geographer  has  a  good  understanding  of  the  basic 
principles  and  procedures  of  veurious  kinds  of  production,  he  is  capable 
of  making  suggestions  on  how  to  utilize  the  local  natural  resources 
and  most  economical  organization  in  accordance  with  the  characteristics 
of  the  area  for  promoting  the  over-all  production  expansion  and 
reasonable  balance  of  that  area.  In  a  program,  the  plants  and  enter¬ 
prises  which  have  close  relationship  in, the  utilization  of  the  natural 
resources  are  placed  together  as  related  production  organism.  If  the 
programs  we,  work  out  are  for  the  iron  producing  areas,  then  the  programs 
should  include  the  organization  of  iron  and  steel  enterprises  in  accordance 
with  the.  are  ireserves  and  other  conditions.  These  enteiprises  include 
the  iron  smelting  plant,  steel  mill,  machine-building  plant,  chemical 
fertilizer  plant,  etc.  ^he  proportions  of  production  of  these  various 
enterprises  should  be  determined  according  to  the  needs  and  possibilities, 
v;hen  an  economic  geographer  takes  part  in  working  out  a  program 
for  a  commune,  it  is  first  necessary  to  have  a  good  understanding. of  the 
characteristics  of  the  area,  so  that  he  can  determine  the  direction  of 
production  for  the  area  according  to  the  need  of  the  locality.  At  the 
same  time,  he  should  strive  for  the  balances  among'  the  production 
districts  within  the  commune  in  order  to  attain  a  reasonable  geographical 
di'vLsion  of  labor  and  for  balanced  developments  among  the  various  , 
production  districts,  iPor  instance,  the  industry  in  Cha-yao-chien-<dii 
in  Inner  Mongolia  is  mostly  located  in  Tu-kuei-wu-la  where  also  is 
produced  a  great  amount  of  sugar  beets.  We  first  oonsdiered  setting  up 
a  sugar  plant  in  this  area,  but  for  the  sake  of  balance  among  the  production 
districts,  our  program  finally  suggested  Mei-kuei-ying  sis  the  site  for 
the  sugar  plant  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  area  had  fewer  industrial 
enterprises  than  other  distrio.ts, 

6,  Map-ping  Aooording  to  Mans,  In  a  workable  program  for  a  joint 
commune  6r  for  a  basic  commune,  the  use;  of  maps  is  very  important.  Maps 
are  even  useful  to  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  area  where  a  commune 
is  located.  We  can  understand  and  judge  the  natural  conditions  of  a 
commune  by  studying  the  maps  and  determining  whether  the  existing 
production  arrangements  are  sound.  Maps  are  also  helpful  in  working 
out  various  plans.  Mapping  the  area  is  an  even  more  important  job.  In 
addition  to  the  -text,  tables  and  graphs,  maps  are  neoessary  component 
parts  of  good  commune  programs.  If  the  programs  do  not  include  the  plan 
maps,  then  the  allocation  of  the  various  production  i'fcems,  their  relations 
and  the  problems  in  production  arran^ments,  and  the  possibility  of 
fulfilln»nt  of  these  plans  can  not  be  considered  complete.  Furthermore, 
the  inoltision  of  plan  maps  will  out  short  the  text  and  can  easily  be 
understood,  ^o  our  knowledge,  the  programs  worked  out  by  the  communes 
themselves  or  with  the  help  ot  other  agencies  have  not  made  full  use  of 
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the  maps.  For  instance,  mar^  plaonerb,  when  helping  the  oommwes  an 

working  the  programs,  often  give  too  much  emphasis  to  the  production  ^ 
plans  and  planned  targets^  1301:  very  little  attention  to  the  layout 

of  the  Opaces  of  the  communes.  We  can  say  these  progprams  axe  not  good 

J)rograiiis#  ..=•  ^ 

Boohomio  geographers  a^e  well- trained  in  the  use  of  maps, 
including  the  topographical  maps,  climate  maps,  and  economic  distribution 
maps  and  are  also  capable  of  uSihg  maps  to  express  the  contents  of 
texts.  In  helping  the  communes  to  work  out  the  programs,  if  tne 
economic  geographers  can  make  full  hse  of  this  tool,  the  resultant  -  : 
programs  would  be  much  improved  and  more  praotical.  ^  ^ 

'  Certain  communes  still  do  not  have  maps  and  topo^aphioal  maps. 
Others  have  only,  small-scale  iaaps  which  have  too  many  mist^es  to  be 
useful.  They  should  solve  these  problems  as  soon  as  possible.  ^  y 
finding  solutions  to  their  problems,'  these  communes  can  rely  on  the 
cadres  and  the  masses  for  conducting  field  surveys.  In  addition,  the 
ecohcanio  geographers  can  malce  use  Of  sketches  or  enlarge,  reduce f  or 
revise  the  old  maps,  0?he  completion  of  this  task  is  also  within  the 
capability  of  the  economic  geographers.  •  ' 

B.  Conclusions 

In  the  course  of  working  the  programs  for  the  communes,  we  must  . 
re-examine  the  question  whether  an  economic  geographer  can  be  of  atiy 
service  to  production.  The  answer  is  affirmative.  The  people  s  commune 
is  the  natural  result  of  the  economic  end  political  development  of  our 
country  and  is  a  new  kind  of  social  organization  in  the  human  society.  - 

It  is  a  "smali  society"  within  the  "large  society.”  It  needs  all 

sorts  of  people  for  reconstiruction  wOrk,  including  the  economic  ; 

geographers.  ■  -  ■  ■  ’  '  ^  ' 

In  takiiig  part  in  Working  out  the  programs  for  the  communes, 
the  economic  geographers  have  an  opportunity  to  play  their  role*  This 
means  that  an  economic  geographer  must  fellow  the  party  and  state 

policies,  take  into  consideration  the  Conditions  and  charapteristics 

of  each  commune,  determine  the ■  goals  of  operation  of  the^' people’s  ^ 

commune,  sound  production  axrangeiieat  and  the  directions  of  development 
of  the  various  production  districts  within  the  commune,  engage  in  the 
coordination  and  balancing  of  the  national  eoonooay,  deteimine  the  . 
locations  of  the  population  concentration  points,  conduct  economic 
survey®  and  sujrveys  of  natural  ‘conditions  ,1  and  prepare- ^ps.  This 
sort  of  Sayingj  however,  does  hot  exiaress  the  need  for  the  ecohomio 
geograxjhers .  Ho  matter  whc  prepares  the  program  for  a  GOimmine,  an 
over-all  and  sound  solution  can  be  found  by  a  deeper  understanding  of 
the  economic  geographic  theories  and  methods.  lii  the  course  c>f  working 
out  the  programs  for  the  communes  j  it  was  felt  that  the  applios-tion 
.  of  economic  geogTaphy  to  directing  the  planning  works  foX  the' onnmunes 
is  stiil  quite  insufficient  in  certain'  aspects ,  which  should  be  over¬ 
come  in  the  future*  At  the  same  time  we  suggest  that  economic 
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geographers  should  cooperate  with  other  production  departments  in 
working  out  the  prograias  for  the  cpmaunes.  By  doing  this,  it  is 
entirely  possible  to  work  out  better  programs  for  the  communes. 

^r  further  consolidation  of  the  communes  and  in  view  of  the 
needs  for  production  and  reconstruction,  the  economic  geographer  must 
quickly  make  out  reports  on  the  natural  and  economic  conditions  of  a 
commune  and  engage  in  the  study  of  its  geography.  This  is  one  aspect 
in  which  economic  geograishers  can  serve  production.  To  have  new 
developments,  the  economic  geographers  must  make  themselves  available 
in  social  reconstruction  and  coordinate  the  production  development  in 
the  communes,  so  that  economic  geography  can  beccane  a  science  in  the 
economic  development  in  our  country.  : 


II.  MTEKDIIG  TIE  FilOGaM#iIHG  ¥ORIC  F(®  THsl  PiSOPLB'S  CQiyMDlI'ES 

■  following  is  a  traaslatioii  of  aa  article  by  Id  Ping-shu, 
Deputy  Director  of  the  Institute- of  Geography  (Academia 
Sinioa),  -in  t.ha  nhnnftefl3.anguage  periodical  li-li  Chih-sfajh, 
Eo.  9»  September  '19 59 »  Peiping,  pages  385”586s/ 


In  the  past  year,  a  large  number  of  geograjiiers  have  voluntarily 
and  enthusiastically  taken  part  in  the  programming  work  for  the 
people's  communes.  According  to  the  present  preliminary  statistics, 
there  are  some  6OO-7OO  workers  from  30  geographical  research 
organizations  and  from  the  departments  of  geography  in  various  colleges 
who  have  teamed  up  to  work  out  the  programs  for  more  than  100  communes 
in  19  provinces  and  cities.  They  have  helped  the  communes  to  work  out 
the  production  and  arrangement  programs  in  industry,  agriculture, 
animal  husbandry,  forestry,  fisheries,  water  resources,  population 
concentration  points,  communication  and  transportation,  have  written 
out  more  than  170  reports,  and  have  prepared  more  tlian  900  maps. 
Recently,  the  Geography  Association  of  China  sponsored  a  People's 
Commune  Programming  ¥ork  Porum  in  Tientsin  for  the  purposes  of 
reviewing  the  achievements,  exchanging  work  experience  and  disoussiiig 
the  theories.  More  than  20  reports  were  read  in  the  forum.  The  topics 
of  these  reports  ranged  from  programming  methods  to  theory  studies, 
from  general  discussions  to  specialized  fields,  and  from  work 
experience  to  the  problems  encountered  in  the  programming  work.  This 
forum  played  aa  important  role  in  furthering  the  people ' s  commune 
programming  work  and  in  theoretical  studies. 

The  people's  commune  is  the  basic  coordinated  unit  of  workers, 
businessmen,  farmers,  scholcU's,  and  soldiers  in  our  socialist  structure. 
It  is  also  a  basic  unit  of  our  socialist  governmental  organization  and 
a  coordinated  production  body  in  a  small  area.  It  plays  the  role  of 
stimulating  the  development  of  productivity  and  production  rela-tions. 
Therefore,  working  out  the  programs  for  the  people's  communes  is  an 
urgent  task  at  the  moment.  There  is  a  practical  si^ificance  in 
helping  the  people’s  communes  to  work  out  well-planned  programs  and  to 
study  the  rules  of  related  affairs.  In  helping  a  commune  in  the 
Wu-hu  suburb  to  work  out  its  program,  the  Teachers'  College  of  Anhwei 
suggested  that  the  development  of  subsidiary'’  foods-tuff  production 
instead  of  cotton  should  be  the  major  task  in  the  city  suburb  areas. 

The  stiggestion  was  readily  agreed  to  by  the  commune.  The  Department 
of  Geography  of  the  Teachers'  College  of  Chirin  helped  the  Chiang-mi- 
feng  People's  Commune  in  Yung-chi  Hsien  to  work  out  a  road  network 
program  and  a  water  conservation  prograai.  These  programs  have  been 
accepted  by  the  commune  and  the  construction  works  have  been  underway 
according  to  the  programs.  Moreover,  the  people's  commune  programming 
work  is  a  good  start  for  laying  out  the  regional  programs.  For  example, 
Ranking  University  has  worked  out  a  regional  agricultural  program  for 
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the  Huai-yaiig  Special  District  in*  this  manner.  Because  th^  regional 
program  was  worked:  out  from  good  foundation,  it  was  considered  well- 
planned  and  readily  I*t  is  seen  therefore  that  the  ’ 

geographers  can  fully  utiliae  their  many-faceted  knowledg^ 
out  the  programs  for  Tidae.  commime^j  Whio^  to  a  certain  degTee,^  are 
helpful  to  the  eco^iojmLc  development  of  the  communes* 

In  working  out  the  commune  programs ,  the  prohlems  of  development 
principles j  development  direction 5  scale,  and,  speed^^^l^^  t^en 
into  consideration.  These  prohlems  are  naturally  related  to  the 
problems  of  boordination  between  .industry  and  agriculture,  to  the  ; 
proportional  developments  of  many  products  in  agricultiiral  production, 
the  sound  utilization  of  land,  to  the  locations  of  the  population 
Goncentratioi points ,  and  the  construction  of  the  transportation^ 
networks.  The  people^ s  commune  is  the  product  of  applying  Maai^ism- 
Leninism  in  China.  Therefore j  if  the  foregoing  problems  can  be 
studied  in  li^it  of  the  characteristics  of  the  people *s  commune,  it 
will  be  possible  to  find  a  new  set  of  geographical  theories  that 
are  applicable  to  China.  This  is  a  new  development  ,  with  great 
scientific  significance#  In  the  forum  just  mentioned,  certain  ^ 

geographical  theories  in  relation  to  the  peoplels  commune  programming 
work  were  discussed.  These  discussions  were  mostly  related  to  the 
basic  theories  of  economic  geography.  For  instance,  the  discussions 
included  the  qiiestions  of  what  major  objects  should  be  covered  in  the 
survey -and  research  work  for  laying  out  the  people’s  commune  economic 
programs,  whether  the  scope  of  work  of  the  economic  geography  has  its 
limits,  what  is  the  relationship  between  the  copame  program  and  the 
regional  ecpnomiG  program,;  how  to  make:  the  opimmine  program  more 
practical,  what  should  be  the  proportions  of  various  branches  of 
economy,  how  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  simultaneous  development  of 
industry  and  agriculture,  of  eliminating  the  differences  between  the 
urban  and  rural  areas,  how  to  absorb  the  experiences  in  the  **two 
transitional  periods,^*  and  how  to  make  economic  appraisals  of  the 
natural  resources,  etc.  During  the  discussions,  each  p^ticipdent 
suggested  his  owia  1  viewpoints  according  to  his  own  experience.  .  The 
viewpoints  r  of  the  participients  were  not  the  samej^  but  we  opuXd  ppe 
that  )this  kind  of  theory  Is  beginning  to  germinate.  ^  , 

j  '  A,'  In  the  coxirse  ,of  taking  part  in  working  out  the  programs  for  . 
the  people’s  oonmiunes,  there  was  produced  a  coordination  among 
teaching,  scientific,  research,  and  production.  The  students  of  ^ 
economic  geography  have  come  to  realize  that  economic ^ geography  is  iiot 
an  abstract’ Science,  but  their  understanding  of  the  courses  is  still 
far  from  sufficient.  Therefore,  they  are  inclijjed  to  become  more 
Specialized  in. their  learning.  At  the  same  ti©,  such  a  practice  has 
produced  a  vast  amount  of  subject  material,  for  teaching.  Both 
teachers  and  students  have  been  more  energetic  in  their  work;  and  are 
busy  in  studying  the.  theory;  This  was  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
during  the  forum  just  mentioned,  a  large  proportion  of  the  reports  were 
submitted  by  the  young  economic  .geographers.  The  rapid  growth  in  the 
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number  of  yoting  ecottoiiiic  geograjAiers  is  a  veiy  good  thing.  ^  This  fact 
tells  us  that  dhly  if  our  work  is  designed  to  serve  socialist 
reconstiiictioh  and  has  shown  certain  aohieveattehte,'  then  this  kind  of 
work  is  the  most  effective^  way  td  train  chdres,  to  Consolidate  their 
conviction,  and  to  speed  up  the  development  of  sciettce. 

It  is  seen  from  the  foregoing  discussions  that  the  geographers, 
especially  the  economic  geographers,  had  made  a  correct  decision  when 
they  adopted  Commune  prograimming  as  an  important  research  project 
immediately  after  the  emergence  of  the  new  and  dynamic  ccmmune 
organization. 

Since  the  cdmraunes  have  been  established  for  only  one  year,  we 

still  lack  suffici^t  understanding  of  many  commune  problem  ^and  lack 

work  experience  Pereas  new  situations  axe  rapidly- developing.  There¬ 
fore,  we  should  not  be  satisfied  by  the  limited  accomplishment  we  have 
made  and  take  things  easy.  We  must  proceed  to  extend  the  commune 
programming  work  and  be  more  deligent  in  studying  the  theories  of 
economic  geography.  There  are  several  tasks  for  the  future: 

(l)  We  must  extend  the  size  of  the  areaS  to  be  surveyed. :  In  the  past, 
our  work  was  mostly  centered  in  the  rural  areas i  In  the  future,  ,  n.  , 
emphasis  must  be  given  to  surveys  of  the  communes  in  the  pastoral 
areas ,  forestry  areas*,  hilly  areats ,  and  fishery  areas ,  so  that  we  ^  oan^ 
come  to  a  generalization  of  the  theory  and  working  method  most  suitable 
for  comm\ine  programming.  (2)  There  must  be  depth  in  the  commune 
surveys.  We  shotild  not  consider  the  work  in  the  communes  hav^g  been 
surveyedas  being  completed.  Since  cur  programs  are  Still  not 
completely  in  accord  with  the  rule  of  environmental  development,  they 
must  be' revised  in  accordance  with  the  changing  situations.  ,  Therefore, 
we  must  establish  long-term  cooperative' relationship  with  the 
communes.  Each  year,  we  must  get  Ibhe  communes  to  See  whether  the 
programs  formerly  worked  out  were  correct  and,  if  not,  to  revise  them. 
By  such  undertakings,  we  can  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  rules 
of  the  related  matters V  (3)  We  must  give  greater  emihasis  in 
generalizing  the  theories  and  to  raise  the  level  aind  to  expand  the 
scope  of  the  science  of  geography.  Only  if  We  Can  theorize  bur 
experiences  can  ttiese  theories  become  a  general  guide  for  the  purpose 
of  expanding  bur  work.  3ii  the  past,  we  mostly  discussed  the  practical 
working  methods  of  commune  programming  ahd  barely  bei^  the  exploration 
of  the  the oretioai  aspects.  In  the  future,  we  must  ']^y  more  attention 
to  theoretical  discviseions. 

At  the  present,  the  commune  programming  work  should  be  as 
practical  as  possible.  Of  course,  the  programs  should  point  out  the 
future 'prospects,  but  the  fulfillment  of  the  programs  can  be  achieved 
only  by  the  efforts  Of  many ^people.  Therefore,  the  programs  should  be 
practical  and  Should  contain  the  organizational  measures,. technical 
measures  and  economic  measures  to  be  Carried  out.  A  good  progr^ 
Shoiild  be  sound  in  economics,  practical  in  technology,  and  should  be 
welcaned  by  the  masses  and  the  cadres.  ,  Next,  the  program  must  be  able 


to  stinrulate  the  futui'e  developments  of  production  and  production 
relations:  in  the  commuhe,  to  increase  the  income : of  the  commune,  and 
to  improve  the  living  standard  of  the  masses.  Third,  the  program 
shoiild  he  based  on  the  geographical  theory  and  should  enrich  the  theory 
to  further  the  develOpmtent  of  the  science  of  geography.. 

We  axeideeply  convinced  that  all  geographers  in;  the  country 
will  be  able  to  'follow  the  correct  approach  under  the  leadership  of 
the  party  to  further  the  commune  programming  work.  .If  so,  we  shall  be 
able  to  aooomplii^.h  more  for  socialist  reconstruction  and  for  the 
future  devalopment  of  the  sBienoe  of  geography*  ^ 


‘  r-  III.  ECOHGMIC  GEOGMEHy  ABB  THE  PROBLEM  OF  COMMJlffi 
,  EDCHIGMIC  PROGRAMMING 

following  is  a  translation  of  an  article  by  Cheng  in 

in  the  ^hinese-language  periodical  Ti-li  Chih-shih, 

No.  9»  September  1959 »P®ipiog»  pagss  387-589^/ 

The  people’s  commune  is  the  product  of  the  economic  and  political 
development  in  our  country.  It  was  boim  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  present 
stage  of  socialist  reconstruction  and  in  the  transition  to  Communism 
in  our  country,  ^he  organization  of  the  people’s  communes  all  over 
the  country  in  1958  not  only  speeded  up  our  nation’s  socialist  reconstru- 
ction,  but  also  made  it  possible  to  speed  up  the  national  economy.  Ihe 
problems  of  how  to  utilize  the  potential  of  the  people's  commune  and  to 
make  over«all,  sound  arrangements  in  the  production  and  development 
of  the  various  departments  of  the  communes  in  accordance  with  the  state 
plan  and  with  the  principle  of  devising  special  programs  for  specific 
areas  for  the  purpose  of  continual  development  in  production  have 
become  important  tasks  in  consolidating  the  development  of  the  communes. 

In  the  past  year,  the  economic  geograjhers  have  universally  taken 
part  in  the  ocomune  programming  work  and  have  made  certain  contri¬ 
butions  to  this  aspect.  This  undertaking  not  only  opened  up  new 
territories  to  the  eccnomio  geographers  to  practise  their  learning  in 
production,  but  in  the  course  of  conducting  commune  surveys  and  working 
out  the  programs  for  the  communes,  has  also  trained  them.  They  have 
become  a  strong  force,  increasing  the  knowledge  in  their  specialized 
field,  enriching  the  learning  of  economic  geography  and  raising  the 
level  and  quality  of  scientific  work,  many  economic  geographers  in  a 
number  of  departments  have  also  generalized  their  experiences  in  commune 
programming  work  into  principles,  and  suimned  up  the  contents  and  working 
methods  in  this  phase  of  work;  this  provided  a  good  foundation  for  future 
research.  This  article  attenqpts  to  discuss  the  scope  of  commune 
jarogramming,  survey  of  present  conditions,  the  relations  among  different 
phases  of  programming  work,  the  balancing  and  generalizing  of  the 
programming  works,  and  preparation  of  economic  maps  and  so  on,  from  the 
economic  geographical  viewpoints. 

A.  The  Scope  of  the  Eroaram 

At  present,  the  programs  worked  out  for  the  communes  by  t^ 
economic  geographers  include  the  fields  of  farming,  forestry,  animal 
bysbandxy,  subsidiary  production,  fishery,  industry,  communication  and 
transportation,  water  oenservation,  population  concentration  points, 
CTilture,  education  and  welfare.  Some  workers  even  prepare  trade  programs 
and  programs  for  eliminating  the  "four  devils'*  for  the  communes.  The 
farming,  forestry,  animal  husbandry,  subsidiary  production  and  fishery 
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prb^ams  axe  j^oduction  programs  |  communication  and  transportation 
programs,  water  conseirvaticn  ia:ogram  and  population  concentration  point 
programs  are  mostly  in  the  nature  of  basic  reconstruction,  ^d  the 
programs  for  education,  cultnire  and  health, belong  to  operational 
programs*  What  kind  of  programs  should  .the  economic  geographers  work 
out  for  the  ocanmunes?  Is  it  necessary  for  an  economic  geographer  to 
choose  a  basic  field,  so  that  the  program  he  works  out  for  the  conarame 
could  be  more  effective?  .  Or  should  he  work  out  all  sorts  of  programs 
for  the  commune?  These  problems  shall  be  disoussedL.as  followss 

A  people’s  commune  is  a  basic  coordinative  \jnit  of  workers, 
farmers,  businessmen  and. scholars  in  the  socialist  society  in  pur  country* 
As  a  commune,  it* needs  ail  sorts  of  programs.  But  the  development  of 
production  is  the  central  link  of  consolidating  and  raising  the  level 
of  the  commune.  ‘At  present,  agricultural  production  accounts  for  the 
largest  proportion  of  lahor  and  land  of  the  commune  and  of  bhe  whole 
national  economy.  J^om  the  national  standpoint,  the  production  of 
food,  oil*bearing  oropSf:‘  cotton;  etc.  is  still  far  -f^P®  abundant*  The 
communes  have  ^ust  started  to  engage  in  industrial  production.  There¬ 
fore,  the  programs:  for  the  communes  should  be  centered  in  production, 
especially  in  agricultural  production.  On  the  other  hand»  the  conmiunes 
should  gradually  engage  in  industrial  production  and  in  the  constru¬ 
ction  of  transportation  networks  and  water  ocnservation  to  serve 
agricultural  and  industrial  production.  This  is  necessary  for  the  short 
term  as  well  as  f or  "ttie  long  term  goals.  Furthermore,  upon  the  - 
foundation  of  production  development,  the  communes  should  gradually 
proceed  with  the  construction  of  population  concentration  points, 
especially  the  population  oonoentration  points  ,  in  the  towns  and  market 
towns  which  are  often  the  industrial  centers  and  the  key  communication 
and  transportation  points  of  the  oommunes.  ^erefore,  it  is  necessary 

to  oonsider  the  eaales  and  arrangements  of  population  ;ccncentration 
points  in  coordination,  with  the  .developments  in  industry,  transportation 
networks  and  water  conservation.  Ti^j^  phase  of  work  is  very  Important 
because  bsusic  construction  projects  are  long  teim  projects.  Once  a 
factoiy,  a  road,  a  bridge,  a  dam  or  even  a  building  is  oonstruoted, 
it  can  not  be  moved  eeusily.  If  the  soales  and  arrangements  of  these 
projects  were  not  well-planned,  they  result  in  losses* 

It  is  seen  then  that  among  the  programs  for  the  conn^es,  those 
for  the  development  of  agricultural *aud  industrial  production, 
transportation,  water  coaservation  and  population  concentration 
points  are  most  important*  .  (The  population  concentration  point  programs, 
in  turn,  include  programs  for  planting  landscaping  trees  and  laying  out 
gardens  and  fOT  culture,  education  and  health*  But,  these  axe  considered 
the  ocmponent  parts  of  the  public  buildings  in  the  basic  construction 
Is?ojeots  in  the  population  concentration  points  and  therefore  should  he 
considered  in  coordination  with  the  scales  and  arrangements  of  the  public 
buildings  in  the  population  oonoentration  points). 
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It  imist  'be  pointed  out  that  the  demands  for  the  production  and 
construction  programs  are  not  the  same'ethd  thdt  they  are  two  different 
parts  in  the  hati<aial  economic  planning  system.  It  is  also  necessary 
to  point  Cut  that  b asioi  oonstrubtion  is  designed  to  increase  fixed  assets 
and  to  expand  production.  The  purpose  of  basic  construction  is  to  serve 
production  (or  livelihood).  When  laying  Out  thev^ogram  for  industrial 
construction,  it  must  be  cohsidered  in  light  of  the  production  program, 
just  as  the  rbad-bUilding  program  should  be  made  light  of  the  .  ■ 

frei^t  traffic,  Therefore,  there  is  a  blose  relation  between  the 
produotiOh  program  and  the  basic  constrUOtlon  programi  ■ 

2.  A  people^s  coomiune  is  a  land  area,  a  small  land  area 
Within  the  country.  to  tke  differences  in  the  conditions  for 
produotibn  deVelopoient,  each  area  has  its  own  characteristics  and  the 
future  production  goals  Should  hot  be  the  same  fca?  all  communes.  Because 
a,  commune  must  engage  simulataneoUsly  in  industrial  and  agricultural: 
production  and  give  ajpropriate  proportions'  tO  the  developments  pf  ■ ' 
farming,  forestry,  animal  husbandry,  subsidiary  production  and  fishery p 
it  will  beocnie  an  6yej>all  coordinated  production  bo3y  in  an  area.  • 
Therefore,  the  programs  for  the  oommunes  ^ould  be  made  from  over-iall 
and  coordinated  viewpoints',  so  that  the  various  branches  of  production 
would  be  well  inodrpOratedi  Moreover,  a  w’ell-planned  prograin  must  > 
specify  what  shoUld  be  developed,  and  how  muOh  (  that  is,  the  direction 
of  development,  the  Structure  of  the  various  branches  of  production 

artd  their  scales),  at  what  s^ed  (the  annual  progressive  rates), 

.  where  the  development  Should  be  made  and  how  it  can  be  made ‘(that  is, 
arrangements  aind  measurements  needed)  etc.  > 

Economic  geography  is  a  sbienoe  which  studies  the  production 
arrangements^  the  de'velopm«ital  conditions  and 'characteristics  in 
various  areas  In  the  oeuntry.  In  the  past  yeary  'the  ecbn<snic  geographers 
have  followed  the  leadership  of  the  *party  in  taking  part  in  working 
out  the  programs  for  the'^ocmmunes,  and  have  made  caitributions:  in  various 
degrees  in  deciding  the  developmental  principles ,  developmental 
directions,  scales,'  ahd  speed.  In  coordinating  production  and  ^ 
constrUotioh  in  'Various  branches  of  the  eoononyy  in  making  sound 
arrangements  and  in  dividing  the  areas  (into  agrloulttiral  areas, 
industrial  areas,  road  networks,  water  ocmservatlon  oonstruotion  and 

population  bonoentratibn: points).  '  'v  ; 

Therefore,  in  the -oommvine  programming  worky  the  economic  '  " 

geograihers  are  capable  of  taking  char^  of  working  out  the  production 
'  prbgrsms  for 'agriculture' and  industry  and  :f or  the  construction  of 
road  networks,  water  conservation  and  the  population  concentration 
■points.  V  ,  v  '.r.  ■  ’ 

3.  The  oommunes  are  expanding  continuously  and  the  commune 
programming  work  has  been  carried  on  Only  for  a  short' period  of  time* 
Moreover,  the  progfams-for  the  ■various  bjcanohes  of  production  are 
closely  related.  At  the  present  time,  it  should  not  limit  the  commune 
programming  work  to  only  a  certain  field. 


A  people's  oommaae  is  a  basic  organization  of  the  socialist 
government.  Proa  the  programming  viewpoint,  it  involves  ^teiny  things  and 
is  the  eonmon  taslc  of  many  sciences  and  various  deparbnents.  Even  a 
specific  prp^^  can  not  be  worked  out  by  only  one  kind  of  science. 

The  function  of  economic  geogrApfay  is  hot  limited  to  programming  and  the 
programs  for  the  Communes,  Conversely,  are  not  to  be  dcale  by  eoonwnio 
geograidhy  alone.  POr  the  sake  of  concentrating  their  strength,  and 
raising  the  standard  of  commune  programming  in  order  to  make  more 
contributions  to  fhture  production  and  construction  programming  works 
for  the  communes,  the  economic  ^ograptiers  seem  wise  to  choose  the' 
production  and  constiuction  progreunming  works  in  agriculture,  industry, 
transportation  neliwbrks,  water  conservation  and  population  concentration 
points  as  their  basic  talskS.  Naturally,  the  foci  of  the  programs  should 
vary  for  different  types  of  cCmmunes  and  at  different  sta^s. 

B.  The  Relation  Between  Survey  of  Present  Conditions  and  Commune 
Programming 

An  understanding  of  the  present  conditions  of  the  communes  is  the 
necessary  step  for  working  out  the  programs  for  the  communes.  The 
items  to  be  surveyed  include  the  changes  in  administrative  boundaries 
of  the  communes i  natural  conditicois,  ziatural  resources,  the  utilization 
of  surface  and  water,  the  historical  evolution  and  developments  of 
the  natural  and  economic  conditions,  the  stricture  of  the  population, 
the  rate  of  increase  in  the  population  atid  its  movements,  the  standard 
of  living  of  the  ocmmune  members,  the  charaoteristics  of  a^ioultural 
production,  the  original  foun^ticai  Of  industry  and  the  transportation 
facilities.  It  is  only  vb&n  there  is  a  far-reachtog  understanding  of 
the  oopditiOnS  and  charsutterlstics  of  production  in  the  caamunes  that 
we  can  make  detailed  EUialyses,  coordinate  the  actual  objective  conditions, 
forecast  the  possibilities  of  future  development  to  decide  on  the 
principles  and  direotiwis  of  produotion  and  construction  according  to 
the  State  plans  and  to  the  need  of  the  natidhal  eoon<m)y,  land  to  provide 
important  references  for  deteaamining  the  structure  of  the  various 
departments  of  production,  the  production  indices  and  arrangements. 

In  oonductijtig  the  surveys  of  present  bohditions,  it  is  necessary 
.  to  find  out  the  bqatradiotions  and  to  develop  the  potentialities  of 
the  communes.  It  iS  necessary  to  know  Whether  the  utilization  Of  the 
production  factors  by  the  ocmmunes  is  sound,  whether  there  is  a  coordi¬ 
nation  among  the  various  branches  of  produotion  and  whether  any  problem 
exists.  It  is  especially  important  to  have  a  strong  grasp  of  the  major 
problems  in  the  production  developments  of  the  canmunes}  suoh  problems 
should  be  explored  bareftilly.  These  ea^lorations  Will  provide  the 
evidence  for  planning  sound  utilization  of  the  natural  resources  or  for 
making  improvements  of  the  natixral  resources  in  the  future.  They  also 
enable  us  to  find  the  oCrreot  approaches  to  the  futere  produotion 
devel  opmeht.  All  this  is  closely  related  to  the  prOgrams  to  be  worked 
out  for  the  communes. 
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Although  su^eyihg  th©  present  oondiHonsi  is  not  prbgrami^^i  it 

is  the  basis  for  l^ing  out  the  pirogrms.  Survey  of  present  ccaiditions 

and  economic  analysis  are  independent  stages  of  tb©  programming  work j 

but  they  are  closely  linked  together  and  axe  related  to  commune  prp^ammteg* 

Eoanbmoi: geography  studies  the' factors  and  clmrapteristios  of 

the  production  development  in  areas  and  the  causes  that  lead  to  the 
formation  of  these  characteristics,  from  which  it  fs  jpossible  to  find 
out  the  dixeotipn  of  production  development  in  the  future#  general 

survey  of  present  conditions  is  one  of  the  working  methods  in  economic 
geographical  fesearoh.  fherefore»  the  economic  geo^aphers  should 
pay  attention  in  the  future  oonmiune  programming  work  to ,  Conducting  . 
tailed  surveys  of  present  conditions,  to  finding  put  the  key  . problems 
and  to  conducting  research  in  depth  in  order  to  raise  the  quality  of 
commune  programming  work* 

C,  rrf>wfl-t»al  -i8>.atidn  and  Balance  of  CpmmPhe  Ih-ogrammihg  Work  :  ...V 

Generalizing  and  balancing  are.  the  basic  methpds  in  the  commune 
programming  work.  By  generalizing  we  mean  tha,t  the  pro^ams  f or  the 
various  branches  of  production  in  the  communes  ^puld  be  coordinated, 
that  the  programming  s^uld  be  done  with  an  over-all  ppint  of  vfew  and 
that  the  arrangements  should  be  made  as  the  components  of  a  single 
unit.  Upon  the  basis  of  generalization,  the  problems  .are  studied  ^d 
analyzed  on  an  over-all  basis,  ^eh,  it  is  necessary, to  dete^^e  which 
problem  is  niore'' importehi  and  which  is  less  impibrtant.  By  this  process, 
we  can  find  out  the  oontradiotiohs  ahd  the  solutions  to  these  b<mtra- 
diotions.  Therefore,  it  is  only  through  generalization,  and.  balancing 
that  we  are  able  to  detemihe  botreotl^  the  speed  and  proportion  in  the 
development  of  the  various  brsui^es  in  the  national  economic  plans  and 
to  make  them  expand  in  haimony*  ,  .  , 

Generalizing  and  bplanoing  is  a  complex  problem.  Balancing  is 
the  unity  of  temporary  opposition  of  the  ocntradioibry  elements,  ihe 
development  froni  balance  to  imbalance  and  again  tb  balance  is  the  3?ule 
of  development.  It  is’  f or  the  pnrrpose  of  avoiding  the  disharmony  and 
contradictions  among  the  programs  for  various  branches  of  production  and 
to  mqko  the  resulting  progr^  as  close  to  the  oboebtiye  developmental 
rules  as  possible.  Therefore,  generalizing  ahd  balajncing  are  extr^ely 
important.'  .  t...-  , 'o-'" 

In  the  ocmntune  programming  work,  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  , 
generalize  and  b^anoe  the  various  branches  of  production  with  in  the 
communes  such  as  the  balance  among  farming,  forestry,  animal  husbandry, 
subsidiary  production  and  fishery;  the  balances  among  the  various  , 
industries, ,ente3:prises,  production  processes  and  productivity;  the 
balance  between  agriculture  and  industry;  the  balance  among  raw  materials, 
labor,  fertilizer  and  feed  supplies;  the  coordination  between,  the  traffic 
of  the  trunk  lilies  and  the  short-distance  transportation  lines;  the 
balance  between  the  volume  of  frei^t  traffic  and  transportation 


capabilities;  the  balance  among  manpower  (the  increases  in  labor  and  the 
utilization  of  labor))  material  supplies  (building  materials  and 
facilities^  etc})  financial  stre33gth)  land  resources)  and  water 
resources}  but  it  is  also  necessary  to  consider  the  balance  between 
the  locations  of  the  prodtiction  distfiots  within  the  conuounes,  the 
balance  of  onS  oomiituhe  with  other  commune  (including  the  road  networks) 
electrioilgir  transmission  lines  and  water  conservation)  and  the  balance 
between  thS  communes  and  the  s tS’ts •  Hofebver ^  it  is  also  necessary  to 
consider  the  balance  between  the  short  term  prOjeots  and  the  long  tezim 
■prOjectSi'  - 

The  foregoing  complicated  relations  mtiSt  be  coordinated  by  the 
^neralizing  aM  balancing  methods,  ^hen  we  generalize  and  balance  the 
problems)  we  must  also  Obey  the  rule  Of  subjecting  the  components  to 
the  main  body,  ^he  problems  must  be  generalized  and  balanced  from  the 
viewpoint  of  the  whole  oommUhe)  tlie  whole  province  and  the  whole 
country.  ';  ■  .  ' 

Economic  ^ograj^y  is  a  comprehensive  science)  which  takes  an 
over-all)'  general  point  of  view  in  stuping  the  production  development 
of  an  area  and  of  a  bfanCh  of  production^  Therefore)  the  economic 
geographers  must  strive  to  broaden  their  lessening  in  economics,  natural 
sciences^  production  techniques,  so  that  thOy  can  do  a  better  job  in 
generalizing  and  balancing  the  problems  in  the  commune  programming  work 
in 'the ~  future.’ 

D,  Preparation  of  Eo^omio  Mans  in  Commune  ‘Prrti!>r<jiimn-Srig 

Maps  are  the  descriptions  of  the  natural  and  economic  ^ehonmena 
on  the  earth's  surface  and  aTe  the  basic  instruments  the  geographer. 
The  descriptions -of  earth  surface  on  the  ma^  aM  not  done  in  isolation 
but  are  oonStructed  oh  the  mathmetical  basis,  "hey  not  only  indicate 
the  distribution  of  the  natural  conditions  and  the  sooioeconomio 
conditions,  but  also  reveal  their  relationships. 

The  programs  worked  out  for  the  oemmnznes  not  only  have  to  point 
out  the  directions,  scales  and  speed,  of  production  development  but 
also  should  mate  proper  arrangements.  Therefore,  maps  become  the 
in^ortant  component  parts  of  the  detailed  programs.  Complete,  fine 
maps  will  play  importsmt  roles  in  guiding  the  future  production  develop¬ 
ment. 

In  the  course  of  working  out  the  programs  for  the  communes  in 
the  past  year,  the  economic  geographers  have  prepared  individual 
maps  giving  the  descriptions  of  present  conditiems  (such  as  the 
topographical  maps,  township  distribution  maps,  underground  resoTiroes 
maps,  river  and  late  distribution  maps,  population  distribution  maps, 
freight  traffic  maps,  water  conservation  maps,  maps  of  agrioultuial 
regions,  maps  of  farming  districts,  proposed  population  concentration 
point  maps,  indtistrial  center  maps  and  tr^sportation  network  maps,  etc.) 
Some  economic  geograihers  even  direw  the  correlations  of  industry. 


gigxiouHjurs  j  ■fcipaiispox'ba.tiioii  networ^if.  popul&tion  ,ooPc9ii'bi?a'tioii  poinlis  and. 
the  proposed  pjfo^ams  in  a  single  .map  or  in  several  maps ►  ^^ese  maps 
not  only  showed 'whether  the  anrangaments.^p  the  various  branches  of 
production  are  sounds  but  also-  indioated  the  structure  of  the  various 
branches,  their  scales  and  rates  of  progress,  fhe  comp^hensive  maps 
revealed  clearly  the  relations  fimong  these  factprs>  and  whether  the 
points  (industrial  centers  and  population  concentration  points)  were 
harmonous  with  the  lines  (highways,  railroads,,  navigation^ courses, 
electricity  transmission  lines,  irrigation  channels,  etc,),  whether  there 
was  any  contradiction  ^*en  the  lines  we^  parallel  or  intersected 
(such  as  the  bridges  in  the  intersection  points  ef  navigation  courses 
and  highways  and  railroads),  and  whether  the  polht®  and  the  SP®®®®  t. 
(such  as  agricultural  regions)  were  well  coordinated. 

Another  yeason  wl^y  ,  the  maps  have  become  the  important  part®  pf 
the  commune  programs  is  that  they  are  easily  understood  by  the  cadres 
and  the  masses,  Th®  Programs  cfoi  hardly  be  called  completed  and 
scientific  progy^s  if  the  result®  ax®  expressed  only  in  table®  and 
slogans,  .Lengthy  te:rts  er®  not  appreciated  by .  the  cadres  and  mass® ®» 
Th®ref ore  j  in  additic^  to  the  n®P®®®®rXy  explanations  and  tebles , 
appropriate  maps  must  be  inserted  by  ■&e  economic  geographers  in  the 
programs  they  work  out  for  the  communes,,  •^e  problems  , of  what  kinds  of 
maps  shoiild  be  inoluded  in  the  programs,  what  sorts  of  maps  are  basic 
for  all  communes,  what  kinds  of  maps  should  be  made  for  specific  types 
of  communes,  what  kinds  of  maps  should  be  used  to  describe  only  one 
item  of  iiiformatioh,  and  what  kinds  "should  be  used  to  describe  several 
items  of  information,  how  to  compare  and: analyze  the  present  maps  with 
the  proposed  prpgpcamming  maps  in  order  to  find  put  .  the  COhtradiotions 
and  their  solutions  and  what  kinds  of  map  scales  shonild  be  vised  to  be 
easily  understood  by  the  masses  are  problems  which. still  await 
solution,  ‘  ■ 


IV,  SEVERAL  PRCSIEKB  CONCERIIEG  THE  LOCATIONS  OP  THE 
POimATIGH  CONCEnmUTION  P0I1W!S  IN  THB.(X)MiniB 
(The  Population  Conoeh'feratioh  Point  Prograffl  for  the 
Ssh^chi-ohi^  People’s  Oommune  in  the  Peipliig  Suburhs 
■as  an’ Example)  .  "■'■ 

following  is  a  translation  of  an  article  by  lien  I-tung, 

The  institute  of  Eoohomib  Geography,  The  People’s 
NiiivatSity  of  *^hiha,  in  the  Chinese-langUage  periodical 
Ti-li  Chih-Shihi  No.  9.  September  1959 »  Peiping, 
pages  390-592^  ■■■'.■..■ 

Having  taken  part  in  working  out  the  population  concentration 
point  program  for  the  people’s  commune  in  the  Peking  suburb  in  the  fall 
of  1958»  the  author  feels  that  the  economic  geograjhiers  who  take  part 
in  this  phase  of  work  should  study  the  following  problems* 

A,  Genered  Observations' 

Since  the  organization  of  the  people’s  communes,  the  material 
standard  df‘ living  and  the  cultural  activities  pf  the  oqmmune  members 
:  have  undergone  great  charges  and  are  continuously  rising.  The  scattered 
and  backweurd  housing  conditions  at  present  have  been  unable  to  meet , 
the  needs  for  oolieotive  production  and  collective  living*  It  has  become 
neoessary  to  rebuild  the  present  old-fashioned  houses -and  to  construct 
new  population  ooncehtration  points  in  the  towns  and  villages  beautified 
with  trees  and  gardens  (refer  to  the  Resolutions  Concerning  Several 
Problems  in  the  People’s  Communes  adopted  by  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  Party) ,  So  that  the  material  and  OTiltural  staiidards  of  living  of 
the  peopie’s  ocmiinuhes  ban  be  improved,  socialist  reconstruction  can 
be  speeded  up  and  the  basic  differences  between  the  cities  and  the 
rural -areas  Sari -be  ^eliminated,  '  •  v 

Therefore,  the  locations  of  the  population  concentration  points 
should  be  able  to  coordinate  the  workers^  farmers,  businessmen. 

Scholars  and  soidLerS  and  to  coordinate  farming,  forestry,  animal 
husbsttidry,  subsidiary  production  and  fishesry,  to  facilitate  the 
leadership  and  administration  of  production,  and  to  mobilize  and  allocate 
the  labor  forces  so  that  the  labor  productivity  can  be -raised  continuously. 
While  the  locations  of  the  population  concentration  points  should  meet 
the  needs  of  production  development,  they  also  should  provide  favorable 
conditions  for  'improving  the  livelihood,  the  scientific  and  cultural 
activities  of  tha  residents.  Because  the  selection  of  locations  of  the 
population  bohcentration  points  is  designed  to  improve  the  housing 
conditions  and  the  standard  of  liviag  of  the  people,  to -neglect  the 
livelihood  of  the  people  in  selecting  the  population  concentration 
points  would  make  these  selected  locations  impractical  and  thus 
aiffebt  produbtibn*  .'  .'  ■■'  ■.■'■ 
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But  in  locating  the  population  concentration  points  in  the 
communes,  the -consideration  of  only  the  general  puposes  is  still  not 
enou^i  It  is  also  necessary  to  find  out  the  speoifio  needs  of  the 
communes  in  various  areas  in  accordance  with  their  characteristics  ^d  ^ 
conditions.  For  instance,  the  formulation  of  the  population  oonc^tration 
point  programs  for  the; communes  in  the  sub'urhs  of  larger  cities  should 
take  into  consideration,  in  addition  to  the  needs  of  produotim  and 
livelihood,  the  demands  of  the  urban  constpuot ion, programs.;  ihe  popu¬ 
lation  concentration  point  program  must,  lopk  forward  to  the ,  ifleal  ot 
Communism,  so  that  there  wiU  be  coordination  between  the  wmpon^t 
parts  and  the  vtiolQ  body  and  there  will  be  coordination  between  the 
short  term  and  the  Icaig  term  progr^s,  ; 

B,  pAb  of  Ssui»efai-ohing  CommmjB  . 

The  population  conofentration  point  location  problem  is  a  : 

comprehensive  geographical  task  which  should  8urvey_the 
the  social  factors,  aiming  at  the  over-all  viewpoints: but  starting  with 

details.  This  means  that  in  locating  the  population  ooncent^t ion 
points,  the  gradual  concentration  of  the  population  mi^t  give  careful 
consideration  to  the  general  layout,  to  the  charaoteristios,  o?  ■ 

areas,  and  to  its  effects  on  production.  "Starting  with  the  details  , 
means  that  in  deteoanining  the  exact  locations  of  the.  populstion^ 
concentration  points,  it  is  ;necessary  to  make  careful  s-^dies  of  -^e 
characteristics  and  developmental  emditions  of  the  various 
concentration  ^points  on  the  basis  of  the  general  l^out  .  ■‘•he  location 

of  a  specific  •oopulatiott  concentration  point  must  be  to  accord  with 

the  general  ley  out.  It  is  by  means  of  studytog  the  gene^^  layout  and 

by  repeated  coftparisons  that  practical  progr^s  can  be  foimulated. 

In  Iccating  the  population  concentration  points,  ;■ 

should  be  given  to  the  following  aspects:  ,;:  s  ,  ,  jvvi  .!.f 

1,  General  investigation  of  the  characteristics  of  the  area 
The  general  investigation  of  the  conditions  of  a  coimune  such  as  its 
geographical  location,  natural  conditions,  economic  ^oun^tion,  the 
characteristics  of  production  development,  the  distribution  of  popu¬ 
lation,  the  distribution  of  the  present  population  concentration^ 
points  and  the  conditions  of  the  nearby  areas,  has  a  very  signjficant 
meaning  to  relocating  the  population  concentration  potots  of  the  , 
ccamnune.  The  reasons  are  as  follows:  ,  ,:.c 

First',  the  geographical  location  and  the  natural  condition 
affect  the  characteristics  and  direction  of  the  eqmomio  development 
of  a  commune  and  also  affect  the  distribution  and,  arrangements  of  the 
population  concentration  potots.  It  is  necessary  ,  to  study  carefully  the 
effects  of  these  conditions  on  the  arrangements  of  the  population 
concentration  points.:  For  instance,  the  Ssu-chi-phtog  Commune:  is  v 
located  in‘  the  northwestern  suburb  of  Peking.  %is  suburban  area  has 
a  series  of  scenic  hills  whereas  the  southeastern  suburb  is  a  plain 
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near  the  city.  Its  natural  conditions  and  its  nearness  to  the  city  of 
Peking  has  made  it  a  well-known  tourist  area.  The  toTurist  points  in 
this  connitune  area  include  Hsiang-shan»  Pi-yun  Temple  ^  Sleeping  Budda 
Temple  and  Tzu-chu-yuan.  Not  fax  away  from  the  ccmmune  area,  there 
are  eight  well-known  touxist  points,  including  the  Imperial  Garden  of 
Ching  I^asty.  According  to  the  over-all  construction  plan,  for  Peking, 
Hsiang-shan  will  he  landscaped  into  a  big  tourist  center.  There  is  an 
airport  in  the  center  of  Hsiang-shan  which  will  be  converted  into  a 
big  stadium.  The  completion  of  Mi— yun  Bam  will  channel  the  water  of  the 
Great  Caiml  throu^  the  Ssu-chi-ohing  Commune,  which  will  form  the 
water  network  and  artificial  lakes,  making  it  possible  to  plant  more 
trees  and  flowers*  Several  radiating  avenues,  oiroumferenti^  roads 
and  broad  expressways  along  the  river  bank  will  be  constructed  to 
connect  the  scenic  spots,  the  stadium  and  the  population  concentration 
points.  As  a  result,  the  commune  area  remains  a  irural  But  will 
also  become  the  garden  of  the  capital  city  of  Peking.  Therefore,  the 
population  concentration  points  of  the  Ssu-chi-ching  Commune  must  be 
located  according  to  these  over-all  arrangements. 

Next,  the  distribution,  characteristics  and  sizes  of  the 
population  concentration  points  axe  determined  by  the  economio  foundation, 
the  production  developmental  characteristics,  the  differences  in  the 
ftftonfimin  developments  of  the  various  districts  within  the  commune, 
the  communication  and  transportation  conditions  and  the  degree 
correlation  between  its  economy  and  its  culture.  These  factors  will 
become  the  important  evidences  in  arranging  the  population  ooncentraticn 
points  in  a  commune*  Take  the  Ssu-chi-ohing  Commune- for  instance* 

Being  the  scenic  spot  in  the  suburb  of  Peking,  the  commune  is  sparingly 
populated,  its  production  is  less  developed,  and  its  populaticai 
concentration  points  should  be  located  beyond  the  scenic  spots,  ^e 
central  part  of  the  commune  is  a  plain  which  has  fertile  soil,  highly" 
developed  agrioultviral  eocnomy  and  ready  access  to  transportation. 

Being  the  vegetable-producing  area  for  Peking,  the  plain  is  densely  » 
populated  with  a  high  proporticai  of  agricultural  population  gathered 
together  into  villages.  Consequently,  several  proposed  population 
concentration  points  in  this  plain  area  should  be  located  in  iiiese 
farming  villages.  The  southeastern  part  of  the  Commune,  adjacent  to  the 
city  of  Peking,  is  densely  populated  with  many  residences  and  a  Mali 
proporticn  of  agricultural  population.  Nearly  liiiked  together  with  the 
city,  the  southeastern  part  of  commune  area  has  gradually  lost  its 
sub\irban  status.  Therefore,  the  proposed  population  concentration 
points  in  the  southeastern  part  of  commune  should  be  planned  in 
coordination  with  the  construction  plan  of  the  city  of  Peking*  These 
proposed  population  concentration  points  should  not  become  isolated 
organizational  systems. 

Finally,  the  distribution  and  characteristics  of  the  present 
population  ooncentraticai  points  in  a  commune,  their  scales  and  types, 
the  relation  among  the  population  concentration  points  and  the  relation 


between  the  residents  ajid  the  wripus  branches  of  produotibn  directly 
affect  the  nvunber,  locations,  csh^iaoteristioS,  scales,  and  directions 
of  developBent  of  the  p3?qpcsed  population  ooncentration  points* 

For  instance,  the  present  populaticsi  concentration  points  in  the  Ssu- 
ohi-ohing  Commune  are  rather.  Soa.'|;tered*  Of  the  157  natural  villages  in 
the  oommune,  80  percent  of  the  villages  have  fewer  than  100  families, 
and  CTily  two  villages  haVe  more  than  500  families.  These  existing 
population  ooncentration  points  are  small  and  scattered.  The  field 
surrounded  small  villages  which  were  formed  by  those  who  guarded  the 
tombs  of  the  nobles  in  the  feudal  era  and  by  the  small  individual 
peasants.  That  was  the  reason  vdiy  these  villages  engaged  in  vegetable 
production.  Other  villages  located  in  convenient  areas  include  lan-ting^ 
chang,  Pa-li-ohuang  and  Tien-ohun  and  others  which  were  once  prosperous 
centers  of  transportation,  commerce  and  the  tourist  trade  but  gradually 
degenerated  into  large  market  towns.  After  liberation,  the  basic 
construction  projects  have  led  to  the  formation  of  several  large 
population  concentration  points  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  oommune , 
including  lang-oha-tien,  Sha-ko  and  Te-oha-fen  and  the  like.  Other 
larger  agricultural  population  concentration  points  include  Hei-ta, 
Tung-yen-chun  and  others.  The  above  population  ooncentratixai  points 
have  become  the  political  and  econcmiic  centers  of  the  Ssu-ohi-ching 
Commune  or  of  its  administrative  districts.  In  short,  it  is  only  throu^ 
the  understanding  of  these  characteristics  that  sound  decisions  in 
locating  the  permanent  or  temporary  population  ooncentration  points 
could  be  made. 

2,  Understand  the  needs  The  population  ooncentration  point 
program  is  one  of  the  most  urgent  problems  of  the  newly-organized 
communes  that  need  to  be  solved  as  soon  as  possible.  A  thorough 
understandhag  of  the  needs  of  the  communes  is  the  basis  and  the  starting 
point  of  formulating  the  population  concentration  program. 

First,  a  ocanmune  embraces  the  functions  of  the  workers, 
farmers,  businessmen,  scholars  and  soldiers.  Therefore,  the  arrangements 
of  the  population  ooncentration  points  should  provide  favorable  conditions 
for  the  general  developments  of  the  worlers,  farmers,  businessmen, 
scholars  and  soldiers.  The  population  ooncentration  points  should  be 
either  as  close  as  possible  to  the  industrial  areas  or  in  the  centers 
of  the  ferming  areas,  so  that  farming  operations  on  all  sides  could  be 
easily  administered.  In  addition,  these  population  concentration 
points  oust  have  ample  grounds  for  developing  trade,  cultural, 
education  and  health  activities  and  for  setting  militasry  training 
facilities.  These  facilities  will  enable  the  commune  members  to  become 
all-round  hands t  workers-farmeis-businessmen-scholars-soldiers. 

Other  than  facilitating  the  leadership  and  production 
administration,  the  population  concentration  points  must  be  in  appropriate 
Sizes  for  the  production  development  of  the  commune  in  order  to 
continuously  increase  the  material  and  cultural  standards  of  living  of 
the  commune  members.  How  big  should  a  population  concentration  point 


be?  There  is  no  fixed  standard.  The  size  of  a  population  concentration 
point  must  be  varied  with  the  characteristics  of ,  the  localities.  The 
following  factors  should  be  cohsidereds  the  central  population 
concentration  point  of  a  commune  should  be  bigger  than  the  other 
popTolation  concentration  points.  The  population  concentration  points 
in  the  plains  should  be  bigger  than  those  in  the  hilly  areas,  and  those 
in  the  hilly  areas  should  be  bigger  than  those  in  the  mountain  areas. 

The  densely  populated  areas  should  have  bigger  population  concentration 
points  than  the  sparsely  populated  areas .  The  population  concentration 
points  in  the  suburban  areas  should  be  bigger  than  those  in  the  rural 
areas.  In  general,  each  population  concentration  point  should  have 
ample  spa,ce  for  setting  up  an  elementary  school,  a  child-care  center, 
a  clinic,  a  market,  a  libraiy  and  other  service  organizations  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  residents. 

Next,  it  is  necessary  to  mix  well  with  the  masses  in  order 
to  understand  their  production  and  living  needs  and  their  opinions  in 
the  arrangements  of  the  population  concentration  points  and  in  the 
improvement  of  the  housing  conditions.  For  instance,  in  formulating 
the  population  concentration  point  program  for  the  Ssu-chi-ching 
Commune  in  the  Peiping  suburb,  it  was  understood  that  the  present  small 
and  scattered  villages  are  inconvenient  to  the  production  and  livelihood 
of  the  meml^rs.  Certain  production  teams  with  fewer  than  100  families 
are  scattered  along  an  area  of  three  to  four  li  in  length,  which  is 
inconvenient  for  taking  part  in  collective  production  and  for  holding 
meetings.  They  are  quite  distant  from  the  child-care  center,  from 
the  messhall  and  from  the  school.  The  masses  and  the  cadres  all  feel 
that  the  scattered  villages  should  be  concentrated  and  the  housing 
conditions  should  be  improved.  They  also  make  many  valuable  suggestions 
in  relation  to  the  sizes  of  the  proposed  population  concentration 
points,  the  style  of  the  buildings,  the  sources  of  the  construction 
materials  and  so  on.  These  suggestions  are  significant  in  making 
arrangements  of  the  proposed  population  concentration  points. 

Finally j  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  understand  the  needs  of 
the  commune  under  study  but  should  also  understand  the  needs  of  the 
related  concerns.  The  arrangements  of  the  population  concentration 
points  must  take  into  consideration  the  over-all  points  of  view  and  must 
be  continuously  supplemented  and  revised.  This  is  particularly 
important  in  arranging  the  population  concentration  points  in  the 
communes  in  the  suburbs  of  the  large  Cities.  The  final  locations, 
sizes  and  developmental  directions  of  the  population  concentration 
points  in  the  communes  in  the  city • stiburbs  can  be  made  only  after 
making  close  contact  with  the  city  planning  agencies^  and  understanding 
the  places  of  the  communes  in  the  city  construction  plans  and  in  the 
plans  of  setting  up  the  state-operated  or  city-operated  enterprises, 
basic  conatruobion  projects,  the  road  program  and  the  canal  oonstiuction 
and  so  on.  . 


5»  utilization  of  all  favorable  conditions.  Having  studied  the 
characteristics  of  the  area  and  the  objective  needs,  we  must  select  and 
determine  the  population  concentration  points  only  by  fitting  the 
practical  conditions  into  the  long  term  prog3-^s.  The  progr^  can 
be  used  as  the  guides  for  promoting  construction  and  production  and  can 
take  advantage  of  all  favorable  conditions  presently  available. 

Many  favorable  conditions  have  merged  after  the  organization 
of  the  people's  communes;  they  are  extremely  helpful  in  the  location 
and  arrangement  of  the  new  population  concentration  points.  These 
favorable  conditions  are  many-sided,  some  of  them  being  general  in 
nature  while  others  are  specific.  In  terms  of  development, ^ they  are 
contradictory  and  have  time  elements  involved.  Therefore,  intelligent 
utilization  of  these  favorable  conditions  is  not  as  easy  ^  it  seems. 
According  to  the  author's  experience  of  participation  in 
working  out  the  population  concentration  point  program  for  the 
Ssu-chi-ching  Commune,  the  first  consideration  in  the  selection  and 
determination  of  the  population  concentration  points  is  the  favorable 
natural  conditions.  This  includes  the  selection  of  proper  locatiwis 
with  hi^  topography,  sufficient  water  resources,  fine  surrowdings 
gyiS  ample  room  for  expansion  to  provide  fine  housing  and  living 
conditions  for  the  commune  members i 

Next,  the  larger  existing  population  concentration  points 
should  be  utilized  insofar  as  possible  and  should  be  fitted  into  the 
long-term  prospects.  The  larger  existing  population  concentration 
points  have  been  developed  throu^  longstanding  historical  processes 
and  have  often  become  the  economic,  political,  and  cultural  centers 
of  an  area.  They  have  convenient  ti’ansportation  facilities  and  close 
relations  with  the  adjacent  population  concentration  po^ts.  The 
buildings  in  these  existing  large  population  concentration  points 
have  solid  foundations,  fine  service  facilities  and  occupy  very  little 
farm  land.  Moreover,  the  utilization  of  these  population  ccaicentration 
points  also  meets  the  historical  customs  and  demands  for  collective 
living.  For  instance,  when  the  Ssu-chi-ching  Commune  selected 
Lan-ting-chuang,  Pa-li-chuang  and  Mon-tou  as  its  population  concentra¬ 
tion  points^  these  factors  were  fully  taken  into  consideration.  The 
Selection  of  Lang-cha— tien  as  a  new  population  concentration  point  was 
for  the  purpose  of  setting  systematical  population  concentration 
points  according  to  the  post-liberation  plans. 

Finally,  it  is  necessary  to  utilize  the  specific  favorable 
conditions  existing  in  the  commune.  When  locating  the  new  population 
concentration  points  in  the  Ssu-chi-ching  Commune,  factors  such  as  the 
large  enterprises  existing  in  Peiping,  and  the  public  buildings  and 
public  service  facilities  in  the  commune  were  carefully  considered  and 
utilized  in  order  to  reduce  the  investments  in  the  non-productive 
construction  projects. 

4.  Sound  arrangements  within  the  population  concentration  points. 
Having  selected  and  determined  the  locations  of  the  new  population 


concentration  points,  the  final  stage  of  work  is  to  m^e  sound  arrange¬ 
ments  within  the  proposed  population  concentration  po^ts*  It  4s 
difficult  for  the  economic  geographers  to  shoulder  this  task  single- 
handed*  They  can  secure  the  assistance  of  the  construction  designers 
and  specialists  to  design  the  production  zones,  residential  zone, 
public  welfare  buildings,  parks,  streets,  roads  and  other  necessary 
component  parts.  The  goal  is  to  fit  these  arr^ementa  into  the 
various  functions  of  the  population  concentration  points,  to  have  a 
clear-out  division  of  labor  and  to  have  close  relation  without 
contradictions*  In  this  respect,  we  economic  geographers  can  make 

helpful  suggestions*  _  /  .  j.  i 

The  arrangements  of  production  districts  ^the  ontemai 
arrangements  within  the  population  concentration  points  for  the  benefit 
of  production  and  important  production  services,)  should  be  done 
according  to  the  characteristics  of  various  industries*  Pood 
processing  and  oil  processing  facilities  should  be  close  to  the  food 
storage,  so  that  the  food  supplies  could  be  easily  transported  and 
processed*  All  factories  which  create  noise ,  or  bed  smell  or  which 
discdiarge  dirty  water  should  be  separated  from  the  residential  areas 
nT«^  be  located  on  the  lower  courses  of  rivers*  Other  indiistfial 
enterprises  such  as  clothing,  weaving  and  special  handicraft,  do 
not  involve  much  transportation  or  create  noise.  Por  the  benefit  of 
the  workers  going  to  work  and  returning  home,  these  factories  may  be 
scattered  here  and  there  within  the  population  concentration  points* 
Agricultural  production  administi?ative  agencies ,  which  are  mostly  up 
to  serve  the  field  workers,  involve  frequent  transportation  schedules 
and  have  close  relations  with  the  farm  lands  aroiaid  them*  Therefore, 
the  farm  equipment  repairing  services,  threshing  field  and  gra.in 
storages  should  be  located  in  convenient  areas  and  should  be  close  to 
the  fields.  Other  facilities  for  subsidiary  production,  animal  fams, 
field  working  stations  and  resting  centers  should  be  located  according 
to  the  oharacteristics  of  the  area  within  the  scope  of  the  oveivall 
plan* 

Residential  buildings  are  for  the  comfort  of  the  commune 
members*  To  facilitate  production,  these  building  should  be  exrmged. 
in  such  a  way  that  the  residents  c^i  live  collectively  with  certain 
individual  freedom*  In  making  the  housing  arrangements,  it  is 
necessary  to  consider  the  customs  of  the  residents*  The  natural 
conditions  of  the  population  concentration  points  should  be  fully 
utilized*  The  houses  are  better  located  in  places  with  hi^er 
topography,  good  drainage  and  sufficient  sunshine*  The  health  and 
fire  prevention  facilities  should  be  located  near  the  centers  of  the 
population  concentration  points,  so  that  the  residents  can  fully 
enjoy  these  cultural  and  welfare  facilities* 

All  public  welfare  buildings  are  designed  for  enriching  the 
livelihood  and  recreation  of  the  people  and  therefore  should  be  located 
in  the  centers  of  the  population  concentration  points.  However,  the 


characteristics  and  the  needs  of  the  residents  must  he  taken  into 
consideration*  Child-care  centers  and  elementary  schools  are  better 
located  in  the  qiiieter  and  scenic  spots  within  the  residential  areas. 

Moreover »  in  order  to  facilitate  production  and  beautify  the 
population  concentration  points  and  to  provide  better  housing 
surroundings  to  the  residents,  it  is  also  necessary  to  build  streets 
and  roads,  to  plant  trees  and  flowers  around  the  houses  and  to  construct 
parks,  so  that  each  population  concentration  point  within  the  commune 
is  a  part  of  a  large  park,  and  each  population  concentration  point  is 
a  beautiful  little  park  itself* 

C,  Summary  of  the  Economic  GeoaroribLer's  Role 

Based  on  the  experience  obtained  by  teking  part  in  locating 
the  population  concentration  points  in  the  communes,  the  author  has 
come  to  realize  that  after  the  organization  of  the  communes,  the 
formulation  of  various  commune  programs  has  made  it  possible  to 
coordinate  theory  with  practice  in  the  Study  of  economic  geography. 

A  new  road  is  opened  up  to  carry  on  scientific  research  in  the 
service  of  production*  With  regard  to  the  population  concentration 
point  progirams ,  the  arrangements  of  the  population  concentration 
points  assign  to  the  economic  geographers  the  investigation  of 
population  distribution  in  small  areas  and  the  construction  of  a 
Marxist  demography.  We  economic  geographers  must  undertake  and 
accomplish  this  task  with  great  courage* 

GJhe  author  has  also  come  to  realize  that  the  population 
concentration  point  programming  work  is  not  purely  a  problem  of 
economic  geography*  The  economic  geographers  must  cooperate  with 
architects  and  designers  in  determining  the  targets,  necessary 
measures  and  steps  to  formulate  the  population  concentration  point 
programs  in  light  of  the  production  development  and  the  living  needs 
of  the  residents*  These  programs  must  be  timely  and  must  be  fitted^ 
into  the  characteristics  of  the  specific  areas  in  which  the  population 
concentration  points  eire  to  be  located*  The  selection  of  the 
locations  of  the  population  concentration  points  is  naturally  the 
task  for  the  economic  geographers,  but  once  the  locations  ^  picked, 
the  layouts  and  architectural  designs  within  the  population 
concentration  points  must  be  done  by  specialists*  If  the  economic 
geographers  also  take  up  these  special  assignments  beyond  their 
duties,  they  may  have  to  work  twice  as  hard  but  yield  only  one 
half  of  the  result,  and  thus  may  delay  the  completion  of  the 
population  concentration  point  programs. 


